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association or authority outside the Staite
recognised by the board" are quits sufficient
without ,these three organisations being men-
tioned.

The Mi1nister for Education: We must have
something to indicate what we mean,

Hon. J. CORNELL: The board can take
these three organisations as a pattern or not
as they please.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 3-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL-PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 6th September.
Hon. 3. CORNELL (South) [6.3]: I1 sup-

port the principle affirmed in the Bill. It
-proposes to do away with school boards as
constituted to-day where parents and citizens'
associations exist. I have been able to com-
pare these associations with school boards,
and I say that in activity and calibre of
work, and in other respects, the associa-
tions are far ahead of the school boards.
The school boards, as we know them,
adopt a more or less dictatorial attitude,
but the associations closely study the inter-
ests of the children, both from the educa-
tioaal and recreation point of view. Mach
good work has been done by these assooia-
dions. I happen to be President of one of
these bodies. There are some people who con-
demn them, because they are performing
work which it is thought the Government
should do and pay for. I tell those people
who condemn these organisations that work
is being done which would not be carried
out hut for those bodies. If citizens are
prepared to devote their time and en-
eray and a little of their money to
this class of work they should be en-
couraged. I know of one association which
on a capital outlay of about £4, was able
to raise -is much as £72. The school teachers
are safeguarded by the Bill. I know of no
parents and citizens' association which has
codeavoured in any way to dictate to the
teachers. That is not their function. It
would he their function to take up a case
against the teacher, but there would have to
he a good foundation for it before they did so,
and a very strong case indeed before it would
hove any effect with the department. We are
in a position to judge as to the value and
calibre of these associations. I am of
opinion they should now supplant the old
school board. Even at Wtdgiesnooltha a par-
eats and citizens' association has, been
formed. If parents do not take an interest
in their children who else can be expected
to do sot I support the second reading of the
Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
lion. 3. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister

for Education in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-Officers of association and ap-

pointment of school boards:
Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: In connection with

the ballot for the election of members of the
board, wvill this be confined to those who are
present at a meeting, or will the power to
vote be extended to every member of the
association? In my view every member
should be entitled to vote on a question of
this sort.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION-
The Bill provides that the ballot shall take
place at the annual meeting. Every member
will be allowed to vote. Regulations gov-

erning the situation will be made under

Hon. J1. CORNELL: some provision should
be made for the removal of any officer of
an association on the round of non-attend.
anee or other reasonable cause.

The Minister for Education: Clause S
provides for that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The mnore elastic the
rules are the better it will be.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 6 to 9--agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendmaent, and the

report adopted.

House edjounted at 6.15 ps.

Wednesday, 13th September, 19ff.

Questions: Milners' phthlsLs, Southi Africa
Railways. overbead bridge, Melbourne

mas!inl, Fort Hedad landing..aLmeree a Sewenist, 2L, Corn. ..
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p~m.,
end read prayers.

QUJESTION11-MINERS' PHTHISIS,
SOUTH AFRICA.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Minister for
Mines: Is it his intention to lay all papers in
connection writh miners' phthisis in South
Africa, as presented to the Mines Department
by the Hon. .. Cornell, on the Table of the
Hou eseI
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The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: The
publications and documents were only loaned
to the department and cannot be laid on the

Table of the House except by consent of the
Hon. J. Cornell.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, OVERHEAD
BRIDGE, MELBOURNE ROAD.

Mrs. COWAN asked the 'Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is lie aware of the great inconveni-
ence, and possible danger to life, caused to the
public by the absence of an overhead bridge
at Melbourne-road railway crosiiigl 2, Is
tlmere any possibility of such a requirement
being provided for the use of citizens? 3, If
so,, when is it likely to be proceeded with?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS replied:
1. Some incoovenience necessarily occurs at all

railway crossings which are provided with
gates. 2, Yes. 3, When funds are available.

QUESTION-AERIAL MAIL, PORT
HEDLAND LANDING.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Works:
1, Is it a fact that a mn, a plough, and six
horses were sent up to Port Hedland to pre-
pare a landing for the aerial maili 2, What

was, the area of the land to be ploughed? 3,
What was the cost of the work? 4, Who paid

for it!

The MINISTER FOR? WORKS replied:

1, No. 2, 50 acres. 3, £:602. 4, Comamonealth.

BILL-CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resurned from the previous day.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [4.38): In

connection with this ineanure it is necessary

to point out a few facts. During the debate
some question was raised as to the right of

the State to compel people, by means of
taxation or otherwise, to dispose of their

lands. I say unhesitatingly that no indivi-

dual has a right to impede the progress of

the State, and that if we find any individual

doing so, it is our duty, as a Parliament, to
stop him. Regarding the utility Of the Dill,
my opinion is that the metasure is altogether

unnecessary, and really not worth the paper

it is printed on. There is an assumption

that lands are being held up, that we have

no lands for people, that there are many

people desirous of obtaining country . The

fact of the matter is that land in Western

Australia is practically unsaleable. Any

amount of land is for sale here, but there

are no buyers. We hear a great deal about
the unearned increment, and about people

who have bought city lands or country lands

and are holding them as investments. In

reply, all I can say is that land in Western

Australia, and more particularly in the

metropolitan area, is as poor an investment
as one could put one'is money into. It will
not pay anything approaching the rate of

interest one can get on money placed in the,
savings bank.

Mr. Munsie: That is questionable.
Air. UNDERWOOD: Land is not saleable-

to-day in the residential parts of the metro-
politan area at what it was sold for 20 years
ago.

Mr. Munsie: Ohl
Mr. UNDERWOOD: There are several

members of this House, besides myself, who
bought land years ago, and who now want
to sell that land. .I myself am not a seller,
but some hon. members are prepared to sell
now at less than they bought for 15 yea&
ago, and they cannot get buyers.

Mr. M1iunsie: They were had in the early
days.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am the fortunate
or unfortunate possessor of a small piece of
land less than five miles from here, which
was Bold about 1S years ago at a sub-
divisional sale. if I were forced to sell
that land to-day, it would not bring half
as nmuch as, it was sold for IS years ago.

Mr. Lutey: You must have paid a false
price.

-Mr. UNDERWOOD: I did not. I find in
life that if one says a thing often enough,
or bears it said often enough, that thing
becomes in one's mind an established fact.
In the minds of the people of Western Aus-
tralia it has become an established fact tbat
there is unearned increment in land, and
that if a tax is imposed on the unimproved
value of land the effect will be to break
up big estates. I held that impression very
firmly, and then the Federal Government
came along with an unimproved land tax,
and not only that, but a progressive laud
tax.

Ms' Titey: With' £5,000 exemption.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is not a big estate

that is not worth £5,000. The impression
was that that taxation would break up big
estates.

Mr. Munsie: Has it not done so?
Mr, UNDERWOOD: If it has done so,

why this Bill?
Air. Munsie: The Bill itself is noe good. I

an' absolutely with you there. It will not
get one acre of land.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If the lion. member
repeats that often enough, most people wilt
believe him. We got the unimproved land
tax in a progressive form, and now we have
this Bill to try some other means of break-
ing up big estates. Now as regards the
value of land, and the land that we shall
get by this Hill. It is a fact that the Only
buyer of land in Western Australia to-day,
to any extent, is the Government.

Mr. Massie: That is why there are over
50 applicants, on the average', for every,
block of land thrown open by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Those applicants are
guaranteed 30s. a day sustenance to live on
the blocks.

Mr. _Munsie: No, they are not.
Mr. UNDIERWOOD: Ye;, they a'.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Ordex
Mr. Mbnsie: Only on the group settle-

ments.
W~. UNDERWOOD: If they do not come

under the group settlement, they come under
the Agricultural Bank, or else under the
Repatriation Department, from which they
have £700 or £800 to draw. That is why
these applicants are looking for blocks of
land.

Mr, Munsie: They cannot get the blocks,
though.

Mr- UNDERWOOD : I know of laud
bought along the Bunbury line by a very
old friend of mine recently, and he has paid
for it less than the actual effective improve-
ments on it are worth to-day; and that is
not counting in the clearing. As to the
scarcity of land, let me point out that the
Perth City Council bought land within a
threepenny tram ride of the Perth Town
Hall on the Perry estate for about £15 per
acre. And people say there is a shortage of
land!

Mr. Munsie: 'What is that land good for9
Residential purposes, and there is no tram.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: As to the unearned
increment, and the enormous price of land,
let me point to the Peel estate and the Bate-
man estate, right near the city. 'low much
did they bring? Possibly the Premier could
say how much he paid for them.

The Premier: About Bs., I think.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: And that is land

within ea.'y reach of the metropolitan .areal
Can it be said that land is being held up?

The Minister for Works; Twenty years
ago I was offered 20,000 acres there at s.
per acre.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Take the Kendenup
estate, including all improvements, and situ-
ated within a few miles of the best port on
the Southern coast. It was sold for £E1 per
acre.

Mr. Munsie: And they are charging £17
sn acre for some of it to-day.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Again, in the very
heart of the city of Perth the Palace Hotel
stands on what is possibly the best block for
commercial purposes in Western Australia. It
was sold for £40,000. To-day the building
could not be erected for less than that sum.
These are facts which require to be faced.
We ought not to keep on thinking that what
has heon said in the past is trite. Take
Emanuel's buildings, sold at £E47,000. Could
Ihe buildings be erected to-day for that
sum?

Mr. Mann: They cost £52,000 to build.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yet the member for

Perth (Mr. Mann) says we require the Como
tramway because laud is so dear, and conse-
quently it is necessary to go out a bit to
get cheap land!

Mr. Mfunsie: For what can you get land in
the Mt. Lawley estate to-day?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not know, but you
can get it ;n Cambridge-street, Leederville,
ore of the best streets in the metropolitan
area, for almost what you like to offer. I

know people who bought in the Church Lands
estate, down Cambridge-street, close to
Subiaco railway station, the best in the State.
They cannot get to-day half the price they
paid for the land.

The Colonial Secretary: City values are
rapidly increasing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, I should think
so when you are getting the Palace Hotel for
E40,000, just about the value of the build-
ing! There is no shortage of land in West-
ern Australia, I will sell the hon. member a
block of land at the price I paid for it 12
years ago.

Mr. 5. H. Smith:- I will do the sa're.
Mr. UJNDERWOOD: It is not reasonable

to expect to find buyers for land when the
Government are practically giving land away
and paying men 10s. a day to live on it.

Hon. P. Collier: Where is that; in the-
South.West?

Mr. UNDERWOOD- Yes.
Ron. P. Collier: Well, notwithstanding that,

thousandcs of soldiers preferred to buy land
in the Wheat Belt.

Mr. Munsie: And it cost them £28 an acre
before they got it.

Mr. J. 1H. Smith:- You cannot get it at all-
Mr. UNDERWOOD: A number of mem-

bers of this House took Up some wheat lands.
I was one of them. I do not think any of
them got out of that wheat land without a.
loss.

Eon. P. Collier: They all have it still.
M1r. UNDERWOOD: No, many got out at

a loss.
The Minister for Mines: Others Made a;

pot of money out of it.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: None of thema made

money out of wheat laud. Just a few word&
in regard to the vexed question in the Bill,
namely, conditional purchase land. It bas:
been contended that the Bill should apply to
conditional purchase lands. A similar Bill
was thrown out in the Council last year partly
on that very ground. It has been held by-
some speakers that to apply such a provision
to conditional purchase lands would be tan-
tamount to confiscation, to a breach of con-
tract. Any person holding more than 2,000
acres of first class conditional purchase
land must have evaded the spirit of
the Act to get that land, If it be
true that one good turn deserves another,.
it must be equally true in respect of
a had turn; and so a man who has obtained
his land by evading the intention of Parlia-
meat is not worthy of consideration. Those
who own big areas of conditional purchase,
land have evaded the spirit of the Act, aind
Parliament is entitled to deal with them. Let
me say I do not care what becomes of the
Bill; it is not worth the paper it is printed
On.

Mr. DURA.UK (Kimberley) [4.541: I ap-
proach the subject with somewhat the-
same view as that held by the hon.
member who has just resumed his seat-
It may be admitted that the Govern-
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moent have the right to compulsorily ac-
criviro land. Still we require to be careful
about exorcising that right. Where it is found
that a man is not making full use of his land,
and that a demand for land exists, it might be
contended that the Government are justified in
acquiring that land. But who is to determine
the proper use of any landl If I consider that
my land should be used for sheep or cattle,
and if anothe~r man eoones along and says I
should be growing vines, it is not an easy
matter to determine. The Premier, in moving
the second reading, did not show any good
reason for the Bill. In a casual way he told
its there was need for it, and that certain
lands required to be subdivided. Ho went on
to say the Crown owned a lot of land
adjacent to a railway between Flinders Bay
and the Margaret River. Somebody had said
there was a large area of land available be-
tween Northam and York, but the Premier
explained that he had made inquiries and
found it was not so, that the land referred
to was being properly used.

lion. P. Collier: The Premier did not say
anything of the sort. Of course it is being
used to some extent.

Mr. DURACK: This is what the Premier
said-

The Bill will apply more to the South-
Western portion than to the wheat belt. We
hear a good deal about the land that is
available in the wheat belt, and some have
gone so far as to say that there arc two
million acres of available land between York
and Northanm, land which is not being util-
ised. So far as I know that land, it is very
well improved), and is being used, that is to
say, the land which is suitable for settle-
mient.

He then went on to say that on making in-
quiries he had found there was no land there
amailable, that if there had been he would
have taken it. We hear a lot about the lack
of available land, bat the member for Toedyay
(MNr. Piesse) told us the other night that hie
knew of estates which could be purchased for
£2 or £3 per acre. Land which in this State
can be secured for E2 or £3 per acre would
fetch anything up to £15 per acre if it were
in any of the Eastern States. If the land
is here, it is the. duty of the Government to
buy it.

H-on. IV. C. Angwin:- Some of you would
ha ve the Government- for cus9tomer every time.

3173. DU-RACK: Tt is quite on anomaly. Here
we have a million square miles of land and a
piopulation of 350,000; yet it is suggested that
we dispossess a number of holders in order to
put others on the acquired properties! It is a
bad advertisement for the Stote. What is the
natural conclusion to be drawn by those out-
side the Statel

Hon. P. Collier: A- million square miles!
You know that is not argument.

Mr. P)URACK: Perhaps net, but it is a bed
advertisement for the State.

Hon. P. Collier: Some individual persons
bold millions of acres of 'your million square
miles.

Mr. DURACK: I do not know where this
demand for land exists. A member of
another place has assuree me that between
Pinjarra anud the coast 70,000 acres are
available at 7s. per ere.

The Minister for Mines: You will admit
that there is any amount of room for land de-
'velopment along the railway system.

Mr. D-URACK: Yes but why take laud
from holders when there is so much available?

Mr. Wilcock: Wbo says there is so much
land available?

Air. DUJRACK: Numbers of holders would
be only too ready to sell at a reasonable price.

Air. Willeock: And we shall be only too
pleased to buy.

'Mr. DURACK: No, you will not, except at
your owsn. price. I hope the Bill will not be-
come law unless it does so in an amended form.
in any case we must be very careful that we
do not interfere with any of those fundamental
-principles upon which the stability and pro-
gress of this country and the British Empire
have been established. I do not go so far as
to say that there will be confiscation under the
Bill, hut I do say that it is getting very close
to it. WhVilst I am prepared to agree with the
principle of closer settlement, and the advant-
ages which must accrue ina consequence to the
community generally, we must nevertheless, if
we are to dispossess holders, be very careful
that we give a full measure of compensation.

Hon. P. Collier: The Bill provides for that.
MNr. DURACK: It is not always very easy

to arrive at that compensation. It is quite
possible that we may see open fields and have
no conception of the labour that has been in.
volved in bringing those fields to the position
they arc in. Private ownership of land is ad-
-mitted in all countries and practically sanc-
tioned by all legislatures. Going back to
B3iblical times, we find that there was come-
munal ownership, and as civilisation advanced
the rights of ownership became more firmly
established. Going on still, other rights were
recognised. In feudal times ownership was
even more fully recognised, and in our own
times the rights of ownership are not only
recognised in the individual, but the right to
sell or dispossess of the land is also -recognised.
The system was facilitated in Australia-
largely through Torrens title---even more so
than in England, where the system of entail
n-as the general practice. 'If we are to recog-
nise the advance of civilisation as being of
benefit to mankind, we must -recognise also as
beneficial that system of private ownership
which grew up with it, and this advance or
development came about through the security
that was given the indivinal in his right to the
ownership of land. In putting the measure
into effect we must be careful that we do
net interfere with existing rights or do an
injustice to anybody, and that we do not put
hack the hands of the clock I might be per-
mnitted to read the basis upon which the foun-
dation of France exists, a basis which is ac-
knowledged to be sound. France has been
very successful in establishing a rural popula-
tion. The figures show that the rural popu-
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lation of that country is between five millions
und six millions as against 1% illions in
Great Britain. The system which has brought
this about is worthy of consideration. The
declaration. of " The rights of man" on the
3rd September, 1791, says--

Property being an inviolable and sacred
right, no one can be deprived of it unless
public necessity commands it. There must
be a legal constation of this public neces-
sity and just and fuil indemnity. In case
of expropriation for public utility the
Tribunal Civil (Civil Court) must give
its decision and also decide as to the com-
pensation to the owner for "moral
right''" (Disturbance.) This is, as a
rule, very substantial. Article 544 of the
French Code says-" ;Lie droit de pro-
priete" is the right to hold, to enjoy and
dispose of property in, the most absolute
tinnner. The Stai.! cannot interfere with
the property owner unless lie uses his pro-
perty for purposes illegal and practices
prohibited by laws and regulations. Article
545 says, " INo one can be -forced to sell or
dispose of his property except in cases of
absolute public necessity and in that case
a just and equitable indemnity is to be al-
located by decision of the Civil Uourt.

If you are dictated to in connection with your
property, and as to the use you make of it,
it is no longer your property- What I have
read was confirmed by an edict issued on
the 24th June, 1793, during the reign of ter-
ror. I know there are some who subscribe to
the doctrine of the fruits of the earth for
alt and the land for no one, but that is not
my view. I believe that the man who goes
out and wrestles with nature is entitled to the
fullest compensation, not merely the return
of his money, with simple interest, but some-
thing more. If we arc to stimulate land set-
tlement we must establish in the minds of the
individual a feeling of the fullest security.
It is the individual owner we want to en-
courage and we cant only encourage him to go
on the land by making him feel that he is
secure when he is there. Until I find somc-
thing to the contrary, I shall firmly support
the individual who has legitimately acquired
land under the Crown and under the regna-
tions in getting the fullest compensation if
he should be dispossessed. I do not altogether
see the necessity for the Bill, but acknow-
ledging the principles of closer settlement i
am prepared to support it in en amended
form, and I shall reserve to myself the right
in Committee to amead, indorse or reject any
suggested amendments.

Air. LATHAM (York) (5.12]: 1 propose
to support the second reading of the Bill and
while it may be said that I have changed
my views somewhat since lnst session, I can
declare that I have not changed them very
materially. There is no doubt that there is
need for the Bill. There is a clamour for
such legislation, but we want to understand
why it is required. To-day there are many
people still seeking land in this great State

of ours, They are seeking it in the agricul-
tural districts, which are adapted to cereal
growing, When the Premier told us that the
Bill would apply only to the South-West,
where we have more Crown lands than we
know wthat to do with for the next century,
it made me wonder why the Bill was intro-
duced. There are several reasons why peo-
pie are calling out for a Closer Settlement
Bill and onke of them is that people are not
likely to be ce~tent. when land is not being
put to the best use. Along the Great South-
ern line we may see land which is not under
cultivation, but which perhaps is being used
for pastoral purposes, or even for the breed-
ing of stud stock, which is a valuable asset
of the State. It may be also that the land
is not suitable for the growth of cereals.
I have the assurance of people around York,
who are the big landholders, that there is
not one holding lend who is not prepared to
sell a portion of it, retaining part for him-
self. We have to be careful about dis-
possessing of land those people who have
a full knowledge of its peculiarities, for the
purpose of settling other people upon it who
do not understand the nature of the soil
in that particular district. We must hesitate
before we dispossess people of land with a
view to settling on it people who know
nothing about it. Another reason is that the
railways are not balancing the ledger. We
are always looking for an excuse and this is
one of the excuses put forward, namely, that
the facilities are provided but the land is
not supplying the traffic it ought to supply
for the rsilways running through it. Whilst
I support the second reading, I say the great-
est care must be exercised in admini-stering
this piece of legislation, fur fear it will
bring hardship upon some persons& Under
the Closer Settlement Act of New South
W~ales 1.5 million pounds was spent in set-
tling 5 000 settlers. lIt cost £3,000 per head
to settle them. I admit a drought came
along shortly- afterwards, but a position of
tremendous difficulty was created for the
Covernnent of that State.

Mfr. Munsie: They paid too much for the
land on which to settle those people.

Mr. LATHEAM1: Possibly. We have to be
careful that we do not make the same mis-
take here that was made in New South
Wales. I took it the Premier intended that
this Bill should apply only to the South-
West I was dubious as to whether there
was any necessity for it, but if it applies
to the wheat areas t-oo, there may be some
necesity for it. There is some unfairness
about the Bill in that it does not apply to
land held uinder conditional purchase. One
thousand acres of good gimlet country is
quite sufficient for one family. To-day peo-
ple are permitted to take up to 2,000 acres
of laud. This ties up areas for quite a
long time when those areas should he sup-
p-orting two fairilies. There is land in my
district that is held in the same way and it
should be supporting another family. I hope
we will look into these matters, despite the
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contracts arranged between the holders and
the Government.

Mfr. Mann: If a farmer had two or three
sons ready to go on the land, would you still
take it from him?

Mr. LATHAM: If a man has a dozen

Sons and half-a-dozen grandsons he must be
considered. We must take into consideration
the state of affairs existing to-day. I am
not so much concerned about an Act of Par-
liament. I want to see people, who have
land, encouraged to put it to the best use.
I hardly know how to do that. There is no
necessity for confiscation, indeed there is
nothing of that kind in this BUil but we
have to be careful that the mreasure is mot
regarded as confiscatory. We do not want
to upset the financial houses that are ad-
v-ancing money against these holdings. We
must not interfere with the securities now
offering. If we do that we shall depreciate
the value of all the lands in the State. It
would be a bad thing if, when this Bill be-
came law, the financial houses drew in their
securities and foreclosed on properties
throughout the State. These are matters to
which the greatest consideration must be
given before the Bill becomes law.

Mr. Munsie: It is the financial institutions
that govern the State and not Parliament.

Mr. LATH-AM: They play a very hig
part in the development of the State. We
do not sufficiently encourage financial insti-
tutions. The Government are expected to
take the place of those institutions in every
part of the State. Anyone who wants to
take up land, or requires assistance for some
industry, appeals to the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Because the financial
institutions will not always provide the
mnoney.

Mr- LATHAM: It is because they are
afraid of the securities.

The -Minister for Mliacs: It is because they
have to consult Sydney or Melbourne before
they can enter into a bond.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know as much
about financial matters as the Mlinister for
Mines. It is wrong that people should look
so much to the Government. They cannot
always find money for all purposes. We
want money brought into the State, and we
-want people to buy land.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Would you agree to
,close down the L.A.B.3

Mr. LATHAM: If the hon. member wishes
to close down the I.A.B. I will raise no ob-
jection, hut I do not want to interfere with
the securities of the institutions that are
willing to advance money for the develop-
nment of the State.

Hon, P. Collier: Your farnmers will not
-talk like that.

Mr, LATHAM: - Unfortunately many
farmers do not look far ahead.

Hon. P. Collier: That is quite obvious.
The "Minister for Mines: Will not closer

-settlement give a valne to adjoining hold-
ings?

'Mr. LATHA-M: If we create the necessity
for closer settlement, the value of adjoining
lands must be increased. We do not want
people drawing money on properties which
are not likely to be resumed or purchased
under this Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This will make the
securities stronger.

Mr. LATHAM: It will be for members to
say what form the Bill will ultimately take.
No doubt before it leaves our hands it will
be made into something suitable for the re-
quirements of the position. I see nothing in
the Bill which will allow a man to retain
a portion of his land for himself. He should
be given that right, especially if he wants to
use some of the land for his family.

The 'Minister for Mines: We cannot take
it if he utilises it.

Mir. LATRKAM: 'He may not be using the
land to-day, but may desire to retain por-
tion of it in order to put some of his sons
upon it. Sonmc consideration should be given
to a man of that sort.

The Minister for Mines: Then the board
could allow him to retain land in his own
hands.

Mr. Marshall: There is a clause governing
that.

Mr. LATHAM; If there is no provision
of that sort in the Bill, we can introduce it
in Committee. Some members said there
was a certain tone, of dishonesty about the
compensation clause. Frequently values
change from day to day. If there is a
drought this year, the value of lagtd will
not be the same as it was the year before.
When Values were placed on land for taxa-
tion purposes they were equitable and fair
at the time. It is unfair to suggest that
there is anything dishonest because the
price of land has not been increased or de-
creased f or taxation purposes. I want to
be fair to those people who are making
their returns to the Taxation Department.
If there are two mines alongside each other
and one finds gold, the other necessarily
increases in value if it is thought the gold
is running into it. The Premier might well
consider Lord Ashhourne's Land Act of
1899. A sum of money was advanced to
purchase properties and the balance was
paid on the time payment system, the money
being collected by the landlord. We should
give every encouragement to men who own
their owa land to subdivide it themselves
and in that way induce other people to pur-
chase it. Otherwise it may be found that
repurchased land will fall back into the
hands of one n at a later stage. I sup-
port the second reading, but reserve to my-
self the right to move amendments in
Committee.

Hon. M. F. TROT Q1tount Magnet)
[5.251. I do not know that the Bill is
worthy of the attention that has been given
to it by members, who fear that it will
bring about confiscation and injure the
State. I am of opinion the Bill will not do
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that. It is not calculated to do either much
good or much harm. It may be an experi-
irient hut it is a very timid one. The Pre-
mijer is probably taking this step in the
hope that it will popularise the principle of
breaking up estates for settlement, I do
not think the Bill will take us more forward
thtan we are ta-day. The amount of laud
tax acquired through the Taxation Depart-
mnut is very small. If properties are ia-
pioved the land tax may almost disappear.
I suppose the Bill is necessary, particularly
because of the large areas that are held in
the South-West. Land settlement in the
South-West started off on the wrong basis.
Land was taken up in areas that were alto-
gether too large. After 70 years or more of
coloalsation, the progress made by the
South-West has been such that the Govern.
went are compelled to introduce some
measure of this character. The great South-
West, which members speak of as the rich-
est part of the State, has made less progress
than other part of Western Australia. That
is largely due to the fact that the land is
difficult to deal with. The rainfall comnes
during the winter months and at one time,
and the settlers have holdings that are too
large for them to use properly. Ia the
South-West on 200 acres of land properly
cultivated and sweetened by draining,
settlers can produce ten times Us much as
they can produce to-day from 1,000 acres.

The Minister for Works: It is not the
drainage of the holdings so much as getting
the water to the Sea; and the individual
cannot do that.

Heon. M. F. TROY: I have seen land on
which people have been poor for years, and
where the crops have been washed anay by
the water. To-day that country has
been drained and much more of it is being
made use of. I visited a community a little
while ago in another State, and found that
the people are now living on 50 acres
instead of 800. They have clubbed together
and struck a rate, and borrowed from some
financial institution or the Government.
With that money they have drained the
country, with the result that land which
was under water 20 years ago is now being
highly cultivated and is worth £ 100 an acre.
If the South-West could he thickly popu-
lated and money could be raised for
draining toe land where that is required,
and sweetened in this way production
could be increased one hundredfold.
Prow the standpoint of the people who want
land, the man who holds land without using
it is not entitled to hold it, because the inter-
ests of the State and the people are paramount.
So far as I can see, the Bill does not imply
anything suggesting the confiscation of land.
Should the measure be passed and land held
by any settler be taken over by the Government
under its provisions, it will be largely to the
advantage of the settler himsel1f. The ordinary
settler ennot sell land to-day because the in-
durenients are not present. The only buyer in
the field is the Government. There are some

who say that land values have increased in.
Western Australia. I do not think they have.
'I he only increase that there is has been caused
by the Government buying land for repatria-
tion purposes. There are very few private
land buyers.

R-on. P. Collier: None for large estates.
Hon. M. F. TROY: No, because the people

have not got the money. Land has iacreased.
in value merely because of the activities of the
floveruimeut. As a result, people secure more
for their land fromt the Government than they
can hope to get by selling their land to a.
private buyer. With the member for York
(21r. Latham) and other hon. members, I think
conditional purchase land should he included,
under the Bill. I do not look upon it as a
hreach of contract to resume land held by a

n under conditional purchase conditions,
under the terms of the Bill. If it be a breach
oif contract regarding conditional purchase
areas, why is it not a breach of contract re-
garding the resumption of freehold land? The
member for Kimberley (Mr. Durack) made
nmuch ado about the mjan who holds the free-
hold of his property. There is no such thing
as freehold in this or any other country, be-
cauise the Government can step in and take
such land and, furthermore, the f act that the
Government always have the right to tax that
land is evidence that it is not freehold. I
think pastoral estates should he covered hy the
Bill ats well. Large pastoral holdings close to
railways and ports should be secured for cloeber
settlement. I do not want to dwell upon this
at length beyond to say that I have always
held the opinion-and I have told the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) this more than
once-that the only way by which we can de-
velop lands in the Goecoyne areas close to the
port, is by cutting up the large sheep stations
into smaller holdings and giving the selectors
a few thousand sheep to start with, insisting,
at the same time, upon those settlers making
experiments with their land to demonstrate
the productive capabilities of the holdings.
The same thing applies to the Murchison
district. As an instance of what I speak of,
there is an estate of over a quarter of a million
acres of land bordering on the coast and with-
in 100 mniles of Grerald ton. In the interests of
the country, it is unfair that land should be
held as it is in such large holdings and carry-
ing only one family where it should carry ten
families or more. In the interests of the-
State, such holdings should be taken over and
a larger number of people settled on them.

Mr. Durnek: With compensation?
Ron. Id. F. TROY: Yes, I have always ad-

vocated that. The holders should be compen-
sated for the improvements and the compensa-
tion should he reasonable.

*.%r. Duraclc: It should be full and ample
compensation.

lHon. 'M. F. TROY: What does the bon.
member mean by that? I agree that there
should be reasonable compensation for disturb-
an2ce.

Mr. Durack:- We think there should be
ample compensation.
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Hon. M. F. TROT: What does that imean?
'What may be regarded as ample conhpensa-
tion may be absolute robbery of Govern-
ment funds.

Hion. P. Collier: The same as with the oil
prospectors. Perhaps that is what is called
''amplle'' compensation.

lion. M. F. TROY: Exactly.
The -Minister for Works: You would not

ask these men to start over again?
Hon. M. F. TROY: No person owning a

station uill have to start in life again. The
statioits are so valuable that if they were
taken over, the 1,astoralists would not need to
start again; their families might have to do
so. I have held the opinion that the members
of the family, provided they make use of the
station, should be entitled to a share of the
property resumed and cut 'up. Western
Australia is a new country and I agree
with the member for Kimaberley that it is
a great pity and unfortunate, that a Bill
of the description under discussion should
be necessary in a country comprising a
million square miles of territory with
a population of 350,000. That point is
all right; but let its fairly face the position
that nut ill that million square miles is suit-
able for closer settlemient, nor is all that land
get-nt-able. 'Much of it is not suitable f or
closer settlement. We have to admit that
within the safe rainfall area, there is unfor-
tunately a comparatively small proportion of
good land suitable for closer settlement pur-
poses, Hon. members can take a line from
the Murchison River and proceed, not too
far to the eastward, down to Esperance and,
aphrt from the Kimberley area;, they will
have all the good land in Western Australia
within the safe rainfall belt comprised
within that boundary.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is none in Kim-
berley; it is all gone there.

Mir. Duraclc: There is plenty there.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Most of the coastal

land has gone.-
Mr. lu rack: Not at all.
Hon. M.%f.F. TROT: it is as well to admit

that a lot of the land within the safe rainfall.
belt is not good laud.

Hon. P. Collier: Are you remembering the
hardships experienced in the North-West?

H1on. W. C. Angwin: And the white ants?

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. 31N. F. TROY, The land in the South-
West is not uniformly good. It is patchy. 1
do not think that there is any other State in
Australia where the land is so patchy as in
Western Australia. We must face that position.
We must pursue the policy of settling as
manyv people as we can in the South-West to
build up the industries of this country. I
take no notice of the statement that the
financial institutions may become alarmed at
the contents of this Bill. As a matter of fact
the financial institutions do not advance
money to any extent on properties in West-
ern Australia unless the properties are well

improved. Hon. members knew from their
experience that they cannot go to financial
institutions and ask for advances on their
properties unless their holdings are pro-
ductive to a high degree.

Mr. Angelo: You are wrong,
Hon. X.1 F. TROYT: There are some

pastoral propositions, I know, upon which
advances have been made. I know Dalgetys,
for instance, have made advances on per-
sonial security and on properties with good
possibilities,

Mr. Angelo: And the chartered banks, as
well,

lion. 2%. F. TROY: Very few of them. If
it is a case of improved land that is within a
good rainfall area and capable of producing
wealth, the chartered banks may tome in;
otherwise, they leave such propositions to the
Government. There is little tendency on the
part of the financial institutions to help in
the development of the State, particularly in
the initial stages.

Mr. Angelo: In the short period of three
years, the banks started a number of new
stations in my district.

Hon, M. F. TROT: The financial institu-
tiens know that their security will be im-
proved provided the Government are par-
chas~rs. Owners of land are almost certain
to get a better deal if they dispose of their
pioperties to the Government than if they
sell to a private individual, because the
Government realise their obligations to the
owner and the money expended by the
owner in improving his property is always
covered by any offer of purchase.

Mr. Angelo: It is impossible to ay they
always do that.

Hon. IL F. TROY: That is not done by
the financial institutions. 1 do not object
to the provision relating to the appointment
of a local member on the board. My experi-
ence is that a local member is necessary.

'.%r. Mhuasie: Do you agree that the local
member should be a member of the Primary
Producers' Association?

Hon. M1. F. TROY.- No, and the Bill does
not provide for that.

Mr. A. Thomson: Has that been sug-
gested?

Mr. Heron: Yes, by a member of the
Country Party,

Hon Mf. F. TROY: That is so. I think the
members of the hoard should include a grentle-
man who has a knowledge of local conditions,
because that is a very important matter in
connection with the resumption of land. I
need not stress that necessity except to say that
we have all discovered-and the Government
have found it out for themselves--that land
we. thought valuable at one time and capable
of growin~r cereals, is not now regarded as
good land, in consequence of which the Govern-
ment will not make advances on that land
in these later times. To my great surprise
I foind ou~t that the Agricultural Bank will
not advance on York gum conntrv, which, in
days gone by, we all understood to be the
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very best land for wheat production. To-day,
as far as possible, the Agricultural Bank is
only advancing on salmon gum and gimlet
country. From their experience they regard
that as the best typo of country. In conse-
quence of this, they n-ill not advance against
A lot of landl in Western Australia which the
Government have sold at high prices.

Mtr. 'Macalluna Smith: That country is
marked on the maps as good land.

H-on. M~. F. TROY: Still, they will not ad-
vance against that land although they regard,
and sell, that land as of good quality. Erperi.
ence has taught the Government and the
Agricultural Bank officials that that land is
not as productive as they thought it to be.
In the interests of- the State there should be
a alan with local knowledge appointed to
these boards.

Mr. Maecallum Smith: He should Dot be
tied to any political association.

Ron. M. F. TROY: Certainly notl The
Bill does not provide for any such thing.

Mr. Pickering: It may apply to a. Nation-
alist as well.-

Hon. M. F. TROY: In some parts of the
country where some of the land is not-wholly
cleared, an official might go through and in-
struct more clearing to be done. Such an
action wvould have disastrous results, because
the salt would rise and that would settle the
whlole property.

The '2 linister for Works: And in sonme
parts of the South-West, it would mean that
the grass would not grow.

Hon. '.%. F. TROT: A local man would have
a knowledge of the country and would be able
to offer an opinion on the quality of land and
whether in the interests of the State certain
land should or should not be cleared. I
do not look upon the Bill as a very import-
nut one. I am hopeful that one day,

by some means or other, large areas
will be resumed and madec reproductive.
1 know that while we have land held by a
few people there is ito possibility of popu~-
lating this State, and the residents will be
burdened by exeessive rates throughout
their lives. One of the greatest handicaps
to the sueeessful development of the
primary industries of Western Australia,
whether mining, pastoral or agricultural, is
the high railway rates, and while large areas
of land are held unproductive, we have no
possibility of overcoming that difficulty.

The Minister for 'Mines: You must remem-
ber that the facilities cannot be provided
unless there is a fair amount of production.

Hon. 'M. P. TROY: Quite so. I also know
from experience that the more people who
lire in a given locality and the greater their
production, the greater is their social life
and the persona! comfort they enjoy and the
more valuable their property. Go to Dal-
wallinu on the Wongan Hills line: because
that place is highly productive and land has
a value. Go to Kellerberrin and the same
applies. But one can go to othcr parts of
the State where the same progress has not

been made with land settlement and the
same attention has not been given to pro-
duction and the land is not nearly so valu-
able. This is had for the people and bad
for the State. I support the Bill, but I con-
sider it not a good Dill because it does not
go far enough.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [5.46]: 1 am
prepared to support the Bill. Although it
does not go far enough, I think it is the
beginning of what we need very badly.
Last year we thouigh, we were going to
accomplish something in this direction, but
we did nothing-

The Premier: We did.
Mrs. COWAN: Because it was not passed

in another place. We hope that this Bill
will be put into such a form by the amend-
ments which will he submitted in Committee
that it -will be Passed, and that it will mark
the beginning of the acquisition of these
unused lands. Two years ago -we had a re-
port by mhea who were surveying land and
who saw the use to which it was being put
and were in a position to form somse idea of
its quality. If anyone was in a position
to Judge of the quality of land, surely
such men would he. They reported that
t here was 21. nillion acres situated seven
miles from existing railways between York
and Beverley on the west and going east to
Doworin, Cunderdin and Quairading and

-that only one million acres of that was de-
veloped in an agricultural sense. I am glad
to know that the Premier has recognised
this, because he proposes to devote three
millions of the money which is to come for
work in the Wheat Bielt. The three millions
is to be advanced to the wheat farmers
already on the land who have 600 acres or
more cleared.

Hon. M. P. Troy: They will want it, too.
Mrs. COWAN: I have no objection to

them having it, provided their land is
developed. Last year when I spoke of this
land. I was told that it did not exist and T
was also told that all the land that was worth
while utilising was being utilised.

The Premier: Oh, no.
Mrs. COWAN; I have very distinct recol-

lection of being told that I knew nothing
of what I was talking about. I think I did
know something about the matter, and I am
prepared to take the report of these Men
who were in a position to know. Otherwise
they have no right to be in their present
positions and their reports on matters affect-
ing this country should not be accepted at
any time. We believe that the advantages
will be very great indeed, that many people
will find employment and that the three
millions will he expended in the very direc-
tion and in the very areas in which we were
given to understand there existed no land
of any account tha~t was not being utilised.
This Bill will help that proposal, because it
will induce owners to part with their land
at reasonable prices if they cannot get the
labour to develop it for themselves, or they
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will be obliged to give it up and let others
irho can work it come in and do so. There-
fore, I amn glad to support the Bill. I am
pleased to accept the mneasure so far as it
goes. If it is not quite as satisfactory as
it night be in its early operation, it can
easily be amended by Parliament.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. B
S. Sampson-Swan) [5.50]: Referenceha
been made to my attitude in respect ;to tis
Bill last year. I shall nothing extenuate nor
aught withdraw. I feel that in all loyaltI
can say that, if the Bill went further,
my support would be given to it. I appre-
ciate the fact that the Premier has again
brought it 'forward, and I hope members i n
another place will realise the necessity for
it and this tin-e wiUl pass it. If perchance
there is a disagreement with another place,
I hope this House, so far as is constitution-
ally possible, will insist that the provisions
which are desired by the Government he re-
tained. The method of basing the purchase
price as set oat in the Bill is a democratic
One.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: No, it is not, be-
cause you give owners en opportunity to
revalue their land.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
-right extends for only 30 days and after that
period the valuation stands. The member for
York (Mr. Lathanm) referred to land held
'by different holders for their children. A.
provision to that effect would be justifiable
if the land were being worked for the chil-
dren, but it would be distinctly unfair if an
owner of land were permitted to hold it out
of use for his children or his children'ls
children.

Mr. A. Thomson: Do you object to a man
providing for his children

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No; it is
the duty of everyone to ensure reasonable
provision for his children.

Mr. Davies: You mean while they are chil-
dren.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
should not in this9 way give owners an oppor-
tunity to evade the provisions of the mens-
tire. If the land is held for the children,
it should be utilised as provided in the incas-
tire. Reference has been made to conditional
purchase land and no doubt the arguments
advanced will be seriously considered by the
Premier. I hope the Bill will be passed,
beccause I consider it will be in the heat in-
terests of the State to place it on the statute-
book. Unless the Bill goes through, we must
continue to have vast tracts of country n-
developed and unuitilised and the country will
lack the stability which would be the out-
Come Of Such a meansure as this. The great
bulk of the people of the State are earnestly
desirous that soimething in the nature of this
measure shall become law, and I hope that
-on ibis occai ion the Bill will have a safe
-pasage.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [5.54]: 1 sup-
port the Bill and express my regret that the
measnre introduced last session did not be-
come law. Had it done so, we would by now
have had some experience as to whether it
would attain the objective of bringing into
use laud adjacent to our transport facilities.
There is a clause which alone would justify
one in supporting the Bill, and I wish par-
ticularly to direct attention to that clause,
because it gives the Governumeut power to do
what it never previously could do. It is a
power which was certainly needed by the
Government, especially when considering
closer settlement for the State. It provides
that once this measure becomes law, the Gov-
cruneut shall have power to say upon what
termis and conditions the land shall be sold
for closer settlement. Members will realise
that if the Bill is going to be effective at Fal,
this is the clause which will make it effective.

Ton W. C. Angwin: No, there is nothing
in that clause.

Mr. Munsie: They have no power under
that clause. It is nullified absolutely by
Clause 7.

Mr. DAVIES: I read it to mean that once
the rmen-sure becomes law the Government will
have one of three methods of acquiring land.
First of all, the owner will be given the
option of subdividing it and putting it up
f or sale. If he does not do that, the Gov-
ernment will tax it.

Mr. Munsie: How much?
Mr. DAVIES: That is another point.
The Premier: More than the man would

be likely to pay.
Mr. DAVIES: I admit that the tax pro-

pused might not be effective. Thirdly, if the
owvuer fails to subdivide and notifies the Gov-
ernment to that effect, Clause 7 will become
operative. This clause, however, will, gener-
ally speaking, be inoperative, because owners
will certainly subdivide their land or pay
any slight increase of taxation under this
measure.

The Premier: It is not a alight tax.
Mr. DAVIES: If it is 3d. in the pound,

the imember for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. U. Armywin) indicated the other night that
the amount would not be very great. Looking
back over the last 20 years we recall that the
Labouir Party in the Federal Parliament,
when land taxation was first proposed by the
Commonwealth Government, brought in a tax
designed to burst up big estates.

Mr. Munsie: It succeeded pretty well, too.
Mr. DAVIES: Since then 15 or 18 years

have passed and the big estates are still in
existence, notwithstanding the amount of
taxation placed upon them.

Mr. Munsie. They are not in existence to
the extent they were previously.

Mr. DAVIES: Let me remind members
that, within a radius of eight miles of Perth
there are three vast estates, Waterhall, Bush-
mend and Talbot, within the boundaries of
the Swan Road Board and adjacent to Guild-
ford. These estates have been paying taxa-
tion since the Federal Government first im-
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posed its land tax. To-day estates are being
:subdivided. What I consider the most effec-
tive provision of this Bill is the one which
members of the Opposition say will be in-
effective. I refer to paragraph (iii) of Sub-
clause 2 of Clause 6, which reads-

The owner shall cause the subdivisional
lots from time to time as required by the
board to be offered for sale by auction or
private contract at such reasonable upset
prices and upon such reasonable terms and
conditions as the board may approve.
Ron. W. C. Angwin: But the other applies

and knocks that one out. Do you think any
man would be mad enough to let the Govern-
ment settle the basis n-hen ho mnight go to
-arhitration under the Public Works Act?

Mr. 'Munsie: He has a right to go to arbi-
tration.

Mr. A. Thomson: Why nott
Mr. Munsie: If the owner refuses to do

what is stated in paragraph 3, what happens
then I

The Premier: The Government can take
the property.

Mr. Munsie: Yes, but under what condi-
tions? The conditions of Clause 7.

Mr. DAVIES: I am bound to admit, after
the years which have gone by, that what for-
merly we thought would prove effective has
proved ineffective. Therefore let us give this
measure a chance. The only effective means
we have of improving the Bill is to submit
amendments in Committee. Let as get to
that stage if possible. The Premier in his
Budget Speech last night referred to settling
1,000 persons as vine growers. They would
take up 50-acre blocks, he said. The capi'-
talisation of 13-acre blocks in the Swan valley
to-day is £1,150.

The Premier: That is very dear land.
Mr. DAVIES: The whole of the Swan

valley is dear land.
The Minister for Works: There are num-

erous districts of Western Australia in which
one can grow vines.

Mr. DAVIES: I do not know that that
has been demonstrated.

Mr. Pickering': Vines are grown at Coolup
and Boyanup.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so-
The Minister for Works: There is a man

successfully growing vines down the Great
'Southern Railway.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: The best dried fruits
on the market come from Coolup.

Mr. DAVIES: Undoubtedly the best vine
lands of the State are to be found in the
Swan valley.

Members: No!
Mr. Simons: There are two million acres

of vine lands in this country.
Mr. DAVIES: Better than the Swan valley

vine lands?
Mr. Simons: Not better, but equal to them.
Mr. DAVIES: There is the clause in the

'Bill, however, and I cannot read it in any
other way than I have stated. If for no other
reason the House should, I think, give the
Government the power sought in the mea-

sure. The most effective means by which the
Government could bring about their desire to
render lands adjacent to the railways produc-
tive would be to introduce a simple tax on
undeveloped land. This measure is called a
Closer Settlement Bill. Gnless the Govern-
muent want estates for closer settlement, the
measure, even if enacted, will not become
operative. The Government have told us that
their chief reasons for bringing down the
Bill are to provide traffic for the railways and
land for the people. Where the object is
Closer settlement only, the measure may not
prove as effective as the Government believe.
There are in this country thousands of blocks
which are only a fair holding for a man and
his family, thousands of blocks to-day un-
productive.

'Ar. Murase Many of them have been sur-
rendered to the Agricultural Bank, I take it.

Mr. DAVIES: I am sorry to havc to say
it, but going home last night in the tram I
was asked by a man how many blocks I
thought had been surrendered in this State.
I may say that I myself spent three hours

in the Lands Derartnment looking for a block,
and failed to find it. The officers of the
Lands Department could not give me a block
elsewhere than at Esperance, though that was
a very good block. The person with whom I
was speaking in the tram told me that 6,000
blocks had been surrendered in this State.
That is a startling statement.

The Premier: it is not a true statement.

Mr. DAVIES: I hope it is not true, but

that is the information that was given to me
by the man in the tram last night.

The Minister for Works: Bly some irres-
sponsible person.

Mr. DAVIES: I suggest that the only
effective means at the disposal of the Gov-
ernment is to tax undeveloped land in the
country that is capable of producing. That
is a simple matter. I shall support the
measure in the hope that after 12 months'
experience of it we shall know whether it
works effectively. I am bound to express
my deep regret that the measure of 12

months ago did not pass, since in that case
we should ner be in a m;uch better position
to judge of the value of this legislation.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Xatanniilg) f6.91: I
did not say very much -when a similar Bill
to this was before the House last session.
I did, however, endeavour to secure the
insertion of certain amendments.

Mr. Munsie: You succeeded, too.
Mr. A. THOMSON : Amendments pro-

riding that those whose lands it was pro-
posed to take under the measure should have
an opportunity of revaluing their properties
from a taxation point of view. I took that
stand last year, and I see no reason to de-
part from it now.

Hion. WV. C. Angwin: It is a wrong system,
all the same.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is purely matter
of opinion. I do not think members of this
Chamber have any intention of supporting
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legislation which would be the means of
doing any private citizen an injury. I be-
lieve in proper compensation being paid to
the people whose land the Government pro-
pose to take.

Mr. Munsie: At the same time, do not you
believe that those people should pay fair
taxation to the Government in existing air.
cuinstancesi

Mr. A. THOMSON: The position is that
those people to-day are paying fair taxation,

Mr. Munsie: Then why give them the
right to revalue?

Mr. A. THOUSON:- That is all very fn,.
The Bill contains a clause for revaluing. It
is not compulsory, however, for the Comn
missioner of Taxation to accept that re-
valuing. He can appeal against it, I
wonder whether the inember for Hanuan,,
(Mr. Munsie) is prepared to maintain that
the eases cited by the member for Collie
(Air. Wilson) in connection with lands
cleared for soldiers represent fair values.

Ml~r. Munsie: Those are not unimproved
values, but improved values.

Mr, A. THOMSON: 'Very well. Does the
hon. member suggest that a board composed
as-L this Bill proposes would accept those
valuations and pay those men the enormous
costs mentioned by the member for Collie?

Mr. Munsie: Clause 7 deals with that
matter. It refers to inmprovemnents.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I shall not recede
from the attitude I adopted on ]ast sessiont's
Bill. I shall support the second reading, in
the hope that when the Bill is in Committee
some of us may be able to convince hont.
members that certain amndmenucts are
necesary-

Mr. Munsie: To include C.P. and lease-
hold lands as -well.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. A. THOMSON: I have always main-

tained that we must be careful to see that
Parliament does not do0 anything which may
affect securities in this State. I do not
wish to east any reflection upon bon. mem-
bers opposite, but we know that when they
came into power we had what was termed,
rightly or wrongly, "the Bath blight."1

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: We had the law
carried out.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Just so, but it was
alleged that that action seriously affected
the values of landed securities in Western
Australia.

Mr. Munsie: I admit that it did, but the
land agents were responsible for that, and
not the land holders.

Mr. A. THO'MSON:. We want to be very
careful in this matter, particularly as land
settlement represents the only hope West-
ern Australia has of getting out of its
present financial difficulties. By passing a
law such as thi, -we may possibly affect
landed securities and so retard land settle-
mnent. I am of opinion that the Govern-
ment have already full power and authority
to purchase all the land they require.

Hon. T. Walker: Without this Bill?
Mr. A. THOMSON: - &tion 12 of the

Agricultural Lands Purchase Act Am end-
ment Act of 1919 provides-

(1) The Governor -may, subject as here-
inafter provided, compulsorily acquire
private land for the settlement of dis-
charged soldiers or their dependants,
under the provisions of the Discharged
Soldiers Settlement Act, 1918: Provided
that the compulsory provisions of this act
shalt only apply where the private land pro-
posed to be acquired exceeds £5,000 in
value, exclusive of improvements, unless in
the opinin of the Minister it is necessary
for the better and more economical sub-
division of any Crown lands, including
land acquired under the principal Act, to
acquire adjoining private land.

(2) In this and the following sections
of this Act, the term ''private land"
means land alienated by the Crown for an
estate in, fee 43imple, other than land
granted to trustees by way of endowment,
or as a reserve for any public purpoge; and
the term ''owner" means any person who,
as trustee, executor, administrator, life
tenant, mortgagee, or otherwise howsoever
possesses the legal power of sale of pri-
vate land in fee simple, whether with or
without the consent of the Supreme Court,
or of any person fiaviag any estate or in-
terest in the land.

Power is also given in Section 2.5 of the same
Act that if any land compulsorily acquired is
not disposed of to discharged soldiers within
two years after the terminatien of the war,
such land may be thrown open for selection
under the provisions of the principal Act
without restriction as to the class of selec-
tors. Section 93 of the Discharged. Soldiers
Settlement Act brings in everyone who
served in the late war. It is quite clear that
the Government have Lull power, without the
aid of fresh legislation, to acquire land. -

Sitting suxpeaed from 6.15 to 7.30 p-im.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a secondl time.

In Connmittec..

Mr. Stubbs in the 'Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-The board:
Mr. A. THO'MSON: I move--

That progress he reported.
There are! several amendments Which mem-
bers would like to place upon the -Noice.
Paper prior to discussion. It would he fair
to the Committee that those amendments
should nut be sprung upon them.

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot speak on this
motion.

Mr. A. THOM.NSO1N: I am only giving my
reasons.
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The CHAfIMAN: The hon. member can-
not give his reasons.

Motion put and negatived.
The PREMIER: There has been ample

time for bon. members to put amendments on
the Notice Paper. lHowvever, should there be
any clauses which members may consider
should be given mlore consideration, I will
provide a further opportunity for discussion.

Mr. A. Thomson: I will accept that.
Mr. LATHAM: I move an amendment-

That in line 2 of Subelause 1 the word
''three'' be struck out.

I move the amendment with a view to insert-
ing other words.

The Premier: What do you propose?
Mr. LATHAM: I propose to amend the

subelause to provide for five members of the
hoard.

The Premier: What is the object?
Mr. LATHAM: We propose to add fur-

ther words to the subelauso to provide that
one of the additional members shall be a
rural property owner, another the nominee of
the Primary Producers' Association, and the
fifth member to be the nominee of the As-
sociated flanks.

The PREMIER: If the hion. member
wishes to provide for a member of the board
with local knowledge of a district, that po-
sition is already covered. I do not quite
understand why the member for York wishe"
to have the clause amended in the direction
hie has suggested, and he has advanced no
rcasoa for the alteration. Ron. members
will agree that the board is to protect the
interests of all concerned, and the owner of
property is capable of dealing with his own
interests. If the hon. member considers that
the board w~ill not be fair to everyone, he is
entitled to adopt that attitude. We purchase
a great deal of land now through a board
appointed under the Agricultural Lands Pur-
chase Act.

Mr. Latham: That is all right; that is not
under an A~t like the Bill under considera-
tion.

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
wish the Committee to believe that nominees
of political organisations should be on the
board?

Mr. Latham: I think it would assist.
The PREMIER: I do not think so. I do

not know why a representative of the As-
sociated flanks should be on the board. I do
not think they would want a representative.
The Bill is desipnied very carefully so as to
protect the securities of people who have ad-
vanced money for the development of our
lands. Every Government has nmade a point
of protecting the man who has advanced
money for the development of laud. One bon.
miember contended that the Government
should do all the work. We do not want to
do that, and so we have protected those who
have advanced money for the purpose I have
indicated. When it comes to a matter of
spending the State's funds to purchase land

for settlement, I think the board proposed
in the Bill is better than the one proposed to
he substituted by the hon. member. What is
the reason for the appointment of a repre-
sentative of the Associated flanks?

Mr. Latham: To protect their own in-
terests.

The PREMIER: With every respect for
the banks, I do not agree that anyone ot-t
side should appoint a nominee on this hoard;
the House should not accept it.

Mr. A. Thomson: The Goveroment would
have the selection.

The PREMIER: No, we would not. Of
course, I knew that this proposal was coming
forward.

Mr. Latham: We did not keep it a secret.
lion. P. Collier: This is the first shot.
The PRE'MIER: It is no surprise to me.
Mr. flurack: Then you are fully prepared

to meet it.
Hon,. P. Collier: We did not think you

would have the hardihood to bring it for-
ward.

The PREMIER: I know the member for
York is sincere, and thinks he is doing the
best for the country ii, bringing forward
this amendment. All the same, I think he
should pause before going on with the amend-
meat. At any rate, I cannot accept it.

Mr. flurack: There is always safety in
numbers.

Hons. P. Collier: MaNfke it 20, then.
Thme PREMI ER: That is so-
Hon. P. Collier: The whole of your ex-

ecutive could become members if the board
we re made one of 20 members.

Mr. Johnston: At any rate, they would be
trusted then.

The PREMIER: I hope the Committee
will not accept the amendment. I do not
know that big boards are as useful as small
boards. Members are mistaken when they
read into the Bil11 any attempt at Confiscation.
The member for Sussex correctly described
this Bill last session. There is no intention
to injure anyone uinder it. and menthers, if
they look through the measure carefully, will
see that there are ample safeguards. All we
say is that land adjacent to railway lines,
and suitable for closer settlement, should be
cultivated. I hope the anmendment will not
be pressed.

Mfr. PICKERING: I certainly press the
amendment.

The Premier, It is your amendment, is it?
Mr. PICKERING: There is nothing uin-

usual in having people of great experience
on such hoards as that indicated in the Bill.
I am not satisfied that the boards appointed
by the Government have the capacity they are
supposed to possess.

The Premier: The Bill is the sme as that
of last year.

Mr. PICKERING: No, it is not. Last
syear the Bill was before members in the
closing hours of the session and we could not
go through it very carefully. We did not
have an opportunity to analyse it adequately.

Hon. P. Collier: You spoke at length on it.
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Mr. PICKERING: I may have dome so,
but in very few words. I have had time to
reconsider the position and to deal with the
matter in what I think is a better way.

Hon, P. Collier: There was plenty of time
to consider the Bill.

Mr. McCallum: Conference had not met at
that time.

Mr. PICKERING: We are satisfied that
all possible safeguards should be taken in
such a measure to protect vested interests.
The credit of the State depends upon the
security that landholders are prepared to ad-
vance. The Bill will undoubtedly lead to
mistrust in land securities.. No exception
can be taken to a movement to see that the
interests of those concerned in land are safe-
guarded. No exception, therefore, can be
taken to our proposal that one of the mem-
bers shall be a nominee of the Primary Pro-
ducers'I Association.

,Hon. P. Collier-. Is that all you 'wantY
Mr. PICKERING: That is one of the

things.
Hon. WV, C. Angwin: Have you eve? heard

of such a proposal being introduced into a
Bill before?

Mr. PICKERING: Western Australia is a
great country and we should lead with new
proposals.

Hon. T. Walker: Then we may want aL
nominee of the Labour Party!

Han. W, C. Angwin: We liavs never wanted
one.

Mr. PICKERING: At any rate, we should
have a nominee.

Hon. P. Collier: Are you serious?
Mr. Macallumn Smith: Why not have a

parson. on the board?
Mr. PICKERING: That is not necessary,

but we think that a man who has the confi-
dence of the primary producers should be a
meimber of the hoard. We want to nominate
a man to this board.

Hon. P_ Collier: I admire your frankness.
Air. PICKERING:- It is worthy of admir-

ation. We require to have confidence in the
board. We have no confidence in the board
proposed by the Government.

Mr. Munsie: Hlow many people have confi-
deace in the Primary Producers' Association?

Mr. PICKERING: Probably as many as
bare confidence in the Trades Hall. Our ob-
ject is to put on the board three persons
who shall not be Government employees, and
we wont one who A6ill represent the Primary
Producers' Association. The board proposed
in the Bill is not satisfactory to us.

14r. Simons: Why not name Monger in the
Bill?

Mr. PICKERING: We do not want him.
'Mr. Simons: But he may insist upon it.
Mfr. PICKERING: In any ease, the Bill

is futile, and I should like to see it thrown
out. Sustice must be done to the landed
interest. We are involved in a policy of land
settlement, -yet we have here a measure which
will destroy all confidence in land tenure.
The board will virtually deal with every
quest:on that Corres before it.

Hon. P. Collier: And Cabinet at its dis-
cretion wvill accept or reject the board 's re-
commendations.

Mr. PICKERING: Cabinet will not de-
part from the recommendations of its own
board. The whole power of the Bill wil
devolve on the board.

Ron. P. Collier: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. PICKERING: I trust hon. members:

will have at heart the interests of the laud
holders.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I admire the frank
way in whieh the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) has stated his views. H1is leader
was more cautious. He did not tell us.
straight out that it was proposed to have a.
rlepresentative of the Primary ]Producers'
Association on the board.

Mir. Latham; I mentioned it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Not in the emphatic

manner of the member for Sussex. This is
the most astounding proposition, the most
impudent I have ever heard put forward in.
the House. It is the first fruits of the all
important Conference recently held in the
city.

Mr. Macallum Smith:. Soviet govern-
ment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Last year the mem-
ber for Sussex approved in whoe-hearted
fashion of the Bill, but now he has recast
his views. He asks that a political organisa-
tion shall nominate a member of the board.
Let us see where that may lend us. On the
executive of the Primary Producers Associa-
tion are many owners of large areas of land.
It is quite conceivable that the first duty of
the board will be to deal with some of the
hnldings of members of that executive. So-
we might easily have a member of that
executive sitting in judgment upon the
rights of anoother member of the same execu-
tive, deciding whether the land owned by-
time president of the executive, Mr. Monger,
should be compulsorily acquired for the
purpose of closer settlement. The hon-
member said. he wanted an impartial board.
Would a member of the executive be im-
partial in a case such as I have indicated,
in a matter affecting one of his own col-
leagues on the executive? The thing is
ridiculous. I did not think it possible
that any such proposal would be sub-
mitted in the House. The bon. member
will next want a representative Of'
the Primary Producers Association on the
Supreme Court bench. I am not going to
worry about the ame~ndment, because except
a few benighted members on the crq.ss-
beaches nobody would dream of introducing
so pernicious a principle into the business
of the country. we might as well hand
over the whole government of the State to
the Primary Producers' Association, at
whose direction this amendment ha beenr
moved. It is evidence of the militant
spirit in the minds of that executive. The-
boa, member would have us believe that
the board has the final say in the acquisi-
tion of land for closer settlement. In trutht
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the Board can only recommend to the Gov-
ernment, who will have to accept responsi-
bility for any action taken under the Bill.
This is the first time we have seen this
hydra-headed monster display its fangs in
this Chamber, and I hope it will be scotched
in such a manner as Will have the effect of
making those responsible for the amendment
think very carefully before again submit-
ting anything of the sort.

Mflr A. THOMSON: One would naturally
expect the Leader of the Opposition to make
capital out of the amendment. One member
of the board is to be an officer of the De-
partment of Lands and Surveys and another
an officer of the Agricultural Bank. This
legislation will take away from land owners
their inherent right to cultivate their land
as they think fit after baring complied
with the conditions under which they took
up their holdings.

Mr. Macallumn Smith: The intention Is
to take the land from the people who are
not cultivating it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But it is proposed to
give the board authority to say that certain
land is not being properly utilised. Repre-
sentatives of country constituencies are not
asking anything unreasonable in requesting
that one member of the board be a repre-
sentative of producing interests. It would
not be fair to landowners to place such
power in the hands of an, unscrupulous Gov-
erment. 1 do not say that the present
Government are unscrupulous, but we may
have a Government who might be carried
away by a popular cry and who might do a
distinct wrong to land owners.

lRon. P. Collier: Of course we might have
a Country Party Government some day.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Quite so. I shall be
prepared to discuss that at the proper time.

Mr. Simons: It will not get past the dis-
cussion stage.

Hon. P. Collier: Will not the third member
of the board represent the prodlucerst

Air. A. THOMSON : No; he is to be
appointed from time to time by the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Works: The clause dis-
tinctly says that he shall.

Hon. P. Collier: He shall have local know-
ledge.

Mr. Macallumn Smith: How could he
have local knowledge unless he was a
producer?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Hre might be a sur-
veyor. The Government who intend to ac-
quire the land will have a preponderance of
representation on the board.

The Minister for Works: They have to find
the money.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But the Government
propose to take from the people that which
by law belongs to the people.

The Minister for Works: That does not
touch the point you are arguing.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It does. The Leader
of the Opposition said the board had no au-
thority to acquire the land, but he must ad-

mit that if the Government did not act on the
recommendations of the board-

The Premier: They could not act on any
other.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But the Government
under the existing law have power to acquire
as much land as they want.

Hon. P. Collier: If the recommendation of
the board (lid not commend itself to the judg-
meet of the Government, they would not give
effect to it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Then why have a
boardt

Hon. T. Walker: To inquire.
The Premier: No Government would pay

a penny more than the board recommended.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I agree; that is why

we want proper representation on the board.
Representatives of country districts have had
to take up the cudgels on behalf of cons9titu-
ents because the Works Department, in re-
sumfing land, has on various occasions done
serious injustice to the owners.

The Minister for Works: I would like to
know the cases.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Land has been re-
stained and the owners have not received ade-
quate compensation. One man said, "4We
have to submit. What is the use of fighting
the Governments''

Mr. Willeock: The Government have been
bled more over land resumption than over
anything else.

Mr. A. THOMSON: There have been a
number of instances in which land owners
have been well bled by the Government.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Give the instances.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not intend to

quot them here, but if necessary I could bring
the men to Perth. The request for repre-
sentation on the board is not unreasonable.
Why should the Government have two nomi-
nees when they aye out to compulsorily ac-
quire land belonging to the peoplel If the
board consisted of five members instead of
three, one might be a representative of the
associated banks, who have advanced money
and wvhose country managers have a fair idea
of land values.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A bank manager could
be appointed as the third member of the
board.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The hoard will have
the right to say whether land is being pro-
Ferly utilised, and we shall not be giving the
land owner a fair deal if we aproint two
Government officials who must naturally be
biased by their instructions from the Govern-
ni en t.

Hon. W, C. Angwia: You insinuate that
the Government would give them instruce-
tions$

Mr. McCallum: He said so.
The Minister for Works: The Govern-

menut's instructions might be better than
those of the Primary Producers' Association.

Mr. A. THOMSON : The Committee
should see that no injustice is done to any
section of the community. If members have
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confidence in a board of three, they should
have confidence in a board of five.

-The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Katanning, quite inadvertently, I
think, referred to the two members of the
board receiving instructions from the Gov-
eimnent. Would there be any possibility of
a representative of the Primary Producers'
Association receiving instructions from his
executive!

Hon. P. Collier: Oh nol1
Mr. Sinons: Ile would not last ten minutes

if he did not.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the

light of the published reports of the recent
confcrne-

JHon. Pl. Collier: And some not published.
Thle MINISTER FOR WORKS: Surely it

La not unreasonable to suppose that the repre-
sentative of the primary producers, wolild re-
ceive his instructions before lie wrent to the
board, and would be accountable to the ex-
ecutive, instead of to the Government of the
dlay, who in turn are accountable to Parlia-
meat, We are dealing with the liberties and
privileges of the people, and if we attempt
to tirker or tampher with them by providing
for a representative of one political body,
then every rolitival hodly in the State has an
equal right to ask for a representative. The
Ceuntry Party should regard the amendment
as nn attack on thle rights and liberties o
the people of the State. The member for
York asks for a board of five instead of
three, one to be fromt the Primary Producers'
Association.

M),r. Latham: As an expert adviser.
The 'MiNISTER FOR WORKS: I hope

class ledaslation of this description will never
be suggested again. We have long been en-
deavouring to get away from class distinc-
tions and new %ye are asked to go back. Pre-
sently we shall be like shackled fools.

Mr. SIMO9NS:- This amendment repre-
sents3 the cheelkiest proposal ever written into
the records of this Parliament. It is a gross
indecency in a political sense

Mr. Pickering: You are a good judge of
that.

M.Nr. SIMO9NS: Having beena associated
with some of the Country Party members, I
am an excellent judge. This proposal, apart
fronm its audacity, is backed up by a very un-
fair imputation against the character of the
average Covernment officers who sit on
boards of this kind.

Mr. Pickering: It is their ability.
Nfr. STMTONS: It is their inability to oc-

'a-pt orders from on outside executive that
gives rise to the objection. The m-mber for
Katanninq said that thle Government officers
would accept instructions and directions fronm
the Government. H e wishes to neutralise
that influence by having on the board a memt-
her of the Primary Producers' Association,
who won'd also have to aecept instructions.

The Minister for Works: From whomi
Mr. SIMONS: From the Primary Produc.

ors' Association. Woulid not the association
presume to instruct this delegate? It pre-

qumes to instruct the Premier and Ministers,
and presumes to possers the right to whip
theni when it thinks they have misbehaved.
Can we expect that organisation to have ny
mercy for its nominee on a board of this
kind ? The nominee would be seat to the
board by the executive of the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association, the members of which do
all their producing between Wellington
Street find St. George's Terrace.

Mr. A. Thomson. That is not correct.
Mr. SIMONS: It is correct This is one

of thea firt signs that members of thle Coun-
try Party are taking their orders from an
extraneous body, whose ambition it is to
domineer and control the politics of the
State. Since the Farmers and Settlers' con-
ference, in almost every measure we can trace
the control of this outside executive, which
presumes to enjoy thle privilcge of controlling
1'arlinuient, arid bodies such as this board
which are the creation of Parliament, I hope
this proposal will ho rejected because of its
audacity.

The PREMIER: We mean to be quite fair
in this measure. Every safeguard has been
inserted for the prutcCon of the property of
the landowvner, and the security of those who
lend mneuy. Provision is made in Clause 7
lor arriving at the value of the land,

Mr. Pickering: We have not agreed to
that yet.

The PREMIER: In thle event of the
Amount not being agreed to, the question
can be settled by arbitration.

Mr. A. Thomson: Will not that put the
land holder to considerable expense?

The PREMIER: No. The Bill also gives
the landowner the opportunity of revaluing
his land. If a nian in proves his land and
pays the additional taxation he can keep it.
It is only proposed to take unimproved and
unutilised land. No one need fear that he
will be deprived of his land. No Bill could
be more fair than this one.

Mr. PICKERING: I am not satisfied with
the esplaunation of the Premier. We do not
agree with thle proposed system of valuation.

lion. W. C. Angwin: I rise to a point of
order. Are vte not discussing thle compusi-
tion of the board, not the Vairiationl of land?

The ('IAIR'MAN: We are discuIssing thes
composition of thea board.

Mr. PICKEIRING: I do not know what
special knowledge all officer of the Lands
and Surveys Department has to enable him
to arrive at the pruductive value of laud.
We prefer to have on the board a man who
has ain intimate knowledge of this question.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: I rise to a point of
order. We are dealing with Subelnuse 1 and
nut Subelause 2.

The ('11AIDMAN: I ask the hon. rem-
her to ,onfine himself to the question before
the Chair.

Mr, PICKERYNG:- There should be five
uiembers on the hoard, instead of three.

Ron. T. Walker: Why not have 50, and
give as all a chance.
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Mr. PICKERING: A board of five would
enable the party to which I belong to obtain
representation for the interests it represents.
We arc afraid we shall not get proper con-
sideration.

Hon. P. Collier: Has your Association no
confidence in the Government, although half
the members of Cabinet belong to your party?

-Mr. PICKERING: We are afraid the
Government havec too much confidence in the
board. Three is an unfortunate number, es-
pecially when all three are to be appointed
by the same person.

Eon. P. Collier: But tbree members of
the Cabinet belong to your party.

Mr. PICKERING: We do not like those-
I thought the Leader of the Opposition was
referring to the members of the board. By
the addition of another two members to the
board, interests requiring representation
would be enabled to get it. The board as
proposed by the clause would not be of such a
nature as to inspire confidence in the people
whom the measure will affect. If the Gov-
ernment had provided that one of the three
members of the board should be nominated
by the Primary Producers' Association, the
position wvould be quite different. The in-
terests affected are vital to the State, vital to
the policy of land settlement. I hope the
Committee will consider carefully before re-
jecting the amendment. Much more is bound
up in it than the Opposition appear to grasp.
We fear that the powers of the board under
the clause as it stands may be exercised to the
detriment of the best interests of the State.

Mr. MUNSIE: Is this Parliament to legis-
late in or-der to put members of a particular
organlisation on a board? In half n hour
I could lay my hand on six men in this town
who own fairly large areas of land, areas
such as are likely to come within the scope
of the measure, and who wre not members of
the Primary Producers' Association.

Mr. A. Thomson: On a. point of order.
The member for Sussex was restricted to dis-
cussing the question of three members or five.
Is the member for Hannans now in order?

The CHAIRMAN: The Deputy Lender of
the Country Party, in moving his amendmn~et,
gave as a reason that he desired a member
of the Primary Producers' Association and
a representative of the Associated Banks to
be appointed members of the board. The
member for Hammaes is in order in discus-
sing that aspect. I hope, however, that hon.
members will confine themselves as closely as
possible to the amendment before the Chair.

,Mr. MTJNSTE: What is to become of the
landholder who is not a member of the Prim-
ary Producers' Association? If hec is to be
given consideration, who is going to nominate
his representative on the board? I endorse
the Premier's statement that every protec-
tion is given to the landholder by this Bill.
ln fact, there is so much protection given to
the landholder that the Bill, if passed, will
prove absolutely useless, and will not bring
to the Government a single acre of land.

The Minister for Mnhes: The aim of the
Bill is not so much that the Governmient
should get land, as that the land should be
put into use.

Mr. MIJNSIaL: I have no objection to giv-
ing the Bill a trial, if only for the purpose
of disillusionising the Premier as to his idea
that he will get land for closer settlement
under the measure. As for the amendment, 1
hope it will be defeated, if only in view of
the reasons advanced in favour of the in-
Mrase.

Mr. LATHAM: Possibly the Committee
are overlooking the fact that the reason whliy
the Primary Producers' Association werepar-
ticularly mentioned was that they arc c-on-
sidered to be more competent to give expert
advice in this connection thain any other
organisation. The Agricultural Bank man-
agenient will be able to advise the Govern-
ment so far as the bank's interests are con-
cerned, and the Lands Depairtment will ad-
vise regarding surveys. But the third mem-
ber of the board, the local representative,
might have very little idea of the value of
land, or of its use in small holdings. There-
fore, we suggest that aa organisation speci-
ally qualified to do so should nominate the
proper man for the job. The board should
be competent to subdivide repurchased lands
into blocks on which a an can make a living.
The suggestion that one of the two additional
members should come from the executive of
the Primary Producers' Association has
merely emanated from the Opposition. We
might get a man from the back blocks, say
from Bruce Rock.

The Minister for Works: But he would
get his instructions from the executive of
the Primary Producers' Association.

Mr. LATHAM: The members of the board
will be above suspicion, and will not get
orders from anybody.

The Minister for Mines: How are the As-
sociaited flanks interested?

Mr. LATHAM: In that they have made
advances against the lands.

The Minister for Mines: Will the As-
sociated Banks be sellers in any eases?

M5,,. LATHAM : There are already two
nominees from Government departments,
namely, from the Agricultural flank and the
Lands Department. Due consideration will
no doubt be given to the abilities of the per-
sons to be appointed from those departments.
What we want to ensure is that no injustice
shall be done to the n from whom the
land is taken, and also to ensure that the
man who gets the land will make a success
of it after he has got it.

Hon. W. C. An,win: The board will have
no power in that respect.

Mr. LATHAM: The board will make re-
commendations to the Government as to the
subdivision of land acquired, and presumably
the Government will follow those recommen-
dations.

Mr. i.MaCalluma Smith: Have the Asso-
ciated Banks demanded representation?
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.%Ir. LATHAM: Neither the banks nor the
Primary Producers' Association have de-
muanded anything.

The Minister for Workq: But the thing
was pretty well discussed at your recent con-
Aerence.

Mr. LATHAM: The matter was discussed
when the farmers camne to a common centrel
to exchange opinions on various subjects of
mutual interest, just as the unions assemble
for the purpose of discussing matters
of common interest and arriving at
an understanding itith regard to them.
Everyone wishes for the better organisa-
tion of our people, so as to got the heet re-
sults. Why should Dot reprc~etattves of
the people meet in assemblies and discuss
matters of common interest? Tt is suggested
that the Bill means confiscation.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Your own side said
that.

Air. LATHIAM: If it is a matter involv-
ing confiscation, that is all the more reason
why we should give it more cousiderstion.
The board wil mean the salvation or the
failure of the measure.

Mr. Mann: There is the right of appeal.
Mr. LATHAM: How many people call

afford to go to the Supreme .'ourt to con-
test an appeal under this Bill? i'(e should
avoid that necessity. I was anxious that
the Premier should agree to the adjourn-
ment of the Committee stage of the Bill, so
that we could go into the Bill with him.

Mr. Maras: You wanted another confer-
once.

Mr. Wilson: You wanted to give him in-
structions.

Air. LATHAM: There was no suggestion
of giving instructions. I have made out a
fair and reasonable ease why a nominee of
the Primary Producers' Association should
be provided for. My object is to secure the
best and most competent board to deal with
this question. I congratulate the Premier
on the attention the Committee is giving
to this Bill, and particularly on the full
attendance of Opposition members.

Mr. Munsie: That is more than we can
say of the Country Party when industrial
matters are before the Chamber.

Mr. LATHAMI: Evidently the Opposition
realise how important the Bill will be to
the State.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: We do.
Mr. Wilson : We are watching the

Bulgarians.
The Minister for Mines: Is it not possible

that the nominee of the third interest may
be a member of the Primary Producers'
Association ?

Mr. LATHAM: I cannot say that it is.
Hall. W. C. Ang-win: At any rate, we are

watching events.
Mr. LATHAM: We want to avoid any

chance of the best advice not being avail-
able on this board, and, for that reason, we
ask that oar association shall have the right
to nominate a man and that his name shall
be submitted to the Government.

-Mr. Wilson: That will be the end of it.
Nfr. LATHAM.%: I do not say that even

then we shall hlave this man appointed. It
can be left to the members of the Govern.
mnt to dec-ide that question.

The Minister for Min,,s: What about a
representative of tile settlers who have to
take over the land?

MrI. LATHAM: The nominee we propose
would be able to do justice to both the
buyer and the seller.

Mfr. J1. H. Smith: Therefore you want an
independent party.

MrA. LATHAM: We have enough of the
independent party; we want an interested
man.

Members: Of course you do.
Mr. Maxhcallunl Smith: We want an im-

partial man.
.Mr. LATHIAM : We want a inant with

knowledge of the position, and the Govern-
,nent want advisers with that knowledge.

Mr-. Lambhert : What about the Govern-
,iient 's expert advisers?

Mr. MeC'lluni: Evidently a man cannot
be inidependent and give good advice am
well.

Mr. LATHAM : If a nominee of the
Primary p'roducerss' Association be ap-
pointed, hie will be prepared to give the
Government a fair deal. I do not think a
dishonest man would take the position.

The Minister for Mines: Such a Inan would
not remain there long.

Mr. AfacCalluni Smith: But they are all
honest mn!

Mr, LATHAM: I would be the first to
assist in putting out a dishonest man. The
Country Party offer this suggestion in the
best interests of the State, and to help
assure that this legislation will be suc-
cessful.

The Minister for Works: Your fight should
have been onl the second reading of the
Bill.

Mr. LATHAM: The board is the all-
important feature of the Bill so far as we
are concerned. It means failure or success,
despite what the Minister for Works has to
say. An incompetent board will mean that
their mistakes will wake a failure and fares

-of the whole Bill.
Thme Mianister for Mines: It is rather a

novel suggestion that a member of such an
association should be on the board.

Mr. LATHAM: It may be novel, but we
make the suggestion that it would be in the
best interests of the State for such a man
to be appointed. To look upon it as a
political idea, is not right or fair.

Bon. 11. F. TRO: The member for York
has made runny absurd misstatements and
also remarkable confessions. He states that
the Primary Producers' Association repre-
sentative on the board would be able to
advise the Government on all matters affect-
ing the land, flow can one member have
a knowledge of everything concerning the
country? The membger for York claims
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powers for his association's representative
that Do 'nan can possess.

Hon. P. Collier: But the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association's representative is to be
a man with super knowledge!

The Minister for Mines: We have pro-
vided for a local man, because we recognise
the importance of local knowledge.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I fear the appointment
of a representative of the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association because he would be a
memnber of the executive of that organis-
tion; he could not be anyone else.

Mr. Latham; Not necessarily so.
Honl. P. Collier : It would be highly

probable.
lion. If. F. TROY: The member for York

said that the Primary Producers' Association
representative would be elected by the whole
of the primary producers. I have in memory
the election of McGibbon. A real farmer and
a bona-fide 111an was a candidate for that par-
ticular position, but McGibbon was recom-
mended to the whcatgrowers by Monger.

The Minister for Mines: Does he come
under the figure ''311 or 151

Hon. M. F. TROY : He comes nder
neither. He was not a primary producer,
but the ''Primary Producer'' newspaper pub-
lished a special edition, copies of which were
sent throughout the country, recommending
that no mnan but McGibbon should be elected,
with the result that McGibbon was elected in
preference to a bona-fide farmer. The mem-
ber for York urged the necessity for a repre-
sentative of the Primary Producer's Associa-
tion on the board and stated his reasons in
support of that contention. He said that that
representative would be elected by the prim-
ary producers throughout the country, and
endeavoured to show how fair that gentle-
man ,would be. I pointed out how the elec-
tion would probably be carried out, to show
that his object would not be achieved. The
danger is that the nominee of the association
would be a member of thle executive, and it
has to be remembered that members of the
executive arc among the largest landholders
in Western Australia. They are men who
would be affected by this measure.

Mr. A. Thomson: That statement is hardly
correct.

Honl. M. F. TROY: Monger is one of the
largest landholders in this country.

The Minister for Mines: You would not
object to him making good use of his land.

Haon. M. F. TROY: I do not object to
that, but the Bill is for the purpose of
seenring more settlement upon the land.

Mr. A. Thomnson: No matter whether a
man is using his land or not?

Hon. M. P. TROY: We want to put 12
settlers where one obtains now. There would

la danger in appointing a member of the
executive of an organisation so vitally inter-
ested. Who will find the money for the pur-
chase of land under the Bill, the Government
or the Primary Producers' Associations

The Minister for Works: The Government
aire responsible.

Elon. M. F. TROY: Then the Government
should deal with this matter.

The 1Mister for 'Mines: The new settler
has to find the money eventually.

Hon. M. P. TROY: quite so. Then again
the Primary Producers' Association is not
representative of the farmers of Western
Australia. It represents a minority of them.

Mr. Johnston: No, a majority of them.
Hon. M. Fi. TROY: No matter to what

locality lion. members may go, they will find
that the majority of the people are not
affiliated with the Primary Producers' Asso-
ciation. I know that as a fact. I am not
prepared to believe that the members of the
Country Party have not got their instructions,
but that body suggests that that association
should have the right to nominate a member
of the board. If the Primary Producers'
Association wvere representative of 90 per
cent, of the people on the land, it might be
different.

Me. Latham: We do.
Honl. Mf. F. TROY: The association does

not represent 20 per cent. There are vital
objections to this proposal, and one is that
the nominee of the association would be in-
fluenced by the executive. The members of the
Country Party are influenced by the execu-
tive now. All boards in Western Australia
have been appointed by the Government and
have been responsible to the Government
alone, not to any outside organisation. We
should follow that practice here.

Mr. LAMBPtRT: I am pleased to see by
the trend of the debate that the Committee
are net going to stultify themselves by ac-
cepting the amendment. We have lately seen
a good d1eal of the political insolence of this
outside party-the Primary Producers' Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Latham: You have seen itl
Mr. LAMBET: I am not speaking to the

hon. member, although I may have him in
mind when speaking of political insolence.

Mr. Latham: On a point of order! Is the
member for Coolgardie in order?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member should
speak to the amendment as closely as possible.

Mr. LAM BERT: As to the demand that a
member of the Primary Producers' Associa-
tion should be ylaeed on the board, I do not
know whether that nominee would represent
the mining section, the pastoral section or
any other section. We could not have
better evidence of political insolence than is
afforded by the amendment. I regret that
the Government should have brought down
so ineffectual a measure; but we need not
make the proposed board even more ineffect-
ual by conceding this insolent demand from
the Country Party. It is time the Primary
Producers' Association got a political smack
in the face.

Mr. Pickering: On a point of order. The
bon. member is not discussing the amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member is
discussing the reasons given by the member
for York when moving the amendment. The
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member for York said he wanted to have a
member of the Primary Producers' Associa-
tion on the board.

Mr. LAMBERT: Because their insolent de-
mand is being shown up in all its nakedness,
they do not like it. I hope the Committee
will not support the amendment, this in-
solent demand of the executive of the Prim-
ary Producers' Association.

Capt. CARTER: The Country Party are
asking that "three" be struck out and
"five' inserted in lieu. The reason given,
especially by the member for Sussex (,Mr.
Pickering) is that they distrust the Govern-
mient responsible for the creation of the
board. If they distrust the Government in
the appointing of three members of the
board, how can they trust Cabinet in the ap-
pointment of five? Of course I know they
want the additional two members to he ap-
pointed on the recommendation of the
party, p)erlhaps of the party outside.
However, that would still leave the
balance of power in the hands of the
nominees of the Government. No refer-
ence has been made to the cost of the
hoard. If for no other reason than that of
economy, I hope the amendment will he nega.-
tived and the board restricted to three mem-
bers. I am surprised at the suggestion that
the Associated Banks need the proposed pro-
tection. When the Associated Banks really
desire a representative on the hoard, Parlia-
mevnt may be prepared to consider the ap-
pointment of such representative. It is3 more
probable, as suggested by the Minister for
Mines, that the Associated Ranks; would not
allow a member of any of their staffs to take
a seat on the board. In any ease, one or
another of the banks probably will have so
large an interest in the property proposed to
be resun ed, that in very deed the bank will
he an interested party; so that contention is
blown out.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I support the amend-
ment in order that the hoard may be brought
into conformity with the several other boards
appointed to deal with land settlement and
agriculture, such as the Industries Assistance
Board, the Board of Trustees of the Agri-
cultural Banik, the Wheat Board, and the
Soldier Settlement Board. None of' those
boards has a majority of public servants
in its composition.

The Minister for Mines: Who nominates
them?

Mr. -TOUNSTO-N: That is not the point;
the point is the composition of the hoard.
The majority of the trustees of the Agri-
cultural Bank are not public servants.

The Mlini~tcr for Agriculture: That is a
board of three.

M r. JOHNSTON: Only one is a public
servant. On the proposed board I want to
see a majority outside the Public Service.
There is on the Taduistries Assistance Board
a iv ember of the executive of the Primary
Producers' Assnciation in the person of Mr.
Moran. Certainty he was not nominated by
the association. From the remarks of hon.

members opposite it would appear that meal-
hership of the Primary Producers' Associa-
tion, which is keeping the Government in
office, is to be looked uponx as a detriment
to appointment to the proposed board.

The Minister for Agricultnre: According
to you, no public servant is worthy of a seat
on the board.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is not so, but I
(10 say that the public servants ought not to
have a majority on the board. One memiber
of the board should be not only a member
of the Department of Lands and Surveys,
but should be else a lieensed surveyor. There
is not a majority of public servanits on the
Soldier Settlement Board. Mir. Sutton is the
only public servant on the Wheat Board. I
appreciate the value of the service, of public
servants in their proper capacity, but if we
are to have a majority of public servants to
deal. with resumed properties, then we should
not have a board at all, but should let the
department do the work, and so save the
co.it of the board. Let us have on the hoard
men outside rte Public Service.

Mr. Slumons: And outside of executive con-
trol.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not want executive
control; but surely the farmers through their
executive should have representation on the
beard! I ami surprised at the suggestion
that the Primary Producers' Association
should be practically debarred from appoint-
ineat to the board.

Mr. Simons: We are appalled at the in-
decenucy Of the proposal.

Mfr. JOHNSTON. I am surprised that the
bon. memiber should desire time appointment
of a non-unionist farmer instead of a good
unionist farmer. It has been suggested
that a representative of the associated
banks should be one of the members of the
board. If the Government could find a man
of keen business acumen and with a good
knowledge of agricultural laud, it would be
true economy to appoint him. The Govern-
mnut could then depend upon acquiring the
land as cheaply as possible for the benefit
of the settlers to be put on the land.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Do you want a repre-
sentative from the Westralian Farmers'
Bank.

Mr. JOHN'STON:. I want a representative
of the Primary Producers' Association, and
a majority of the beard to be other than
public servants.

The Minister for 'Mines: You have bees
arguing that other boards have been atis.
factory.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I want this one to be
satisfactory also. If it is strengthened by
the addition of two members the Govern-
ment will be acting wisely.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes . - .. 10
Noes a. . . 3

M.fajority against -. 23
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Mr.
Mr.
Mdr.
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Mr.
Mr.
Mrs.
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Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M!r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Denton
Durack
Hlckmot
Joh nston
La tbiam

Aogwlu
Carter
Chesson
Clydesdale
Collier
Cerboy
Cowan

Davies
George
Gibs"n
Heron
Lam~bert
Liver
H. K. Maley
Minn
Marshall
McCollum

AYES.

NOES.

Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Piesse
Mr. A. Themson
Mr. J. Thomson

(Teller.)

Sir
Mr.
Mr.
U r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.

James Mitchell
Money
Mutcee
O'Logh ide
Richardson
Sampson
Scaddan
Sim.n.
3. H. Smith
J. M. Smith
Troy
Underwood
Walker
Wiliick
Wilson
Mulinoy

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I move an amend-
mient

That after ' 'tim~e'"'in line 4 of Subelause
2, the words ''hut suelh member shall not
he a member of an executive or nominee
of an executive of any politicat party or
organisatiou'' be inserted.

The discussion to-night has convinced me
of the necessity for this amendment. It
was stated that a member of a certain
political party was desired as one of the
members of the board, and the Minister for
Mines interjeted-''It does not say that
the third member shall not be a member of
the Primary Producers' Association.'' This
shows the necessity for guarding against the
possibility of any such appointment being
made. The political parties in this State
include the Nationalists, Liberal, Primary
Producers, Labour, National-Labour, Metro-
politan, and Independent, and it is not right
that any one of these organisations should
be able to nominate for the board a person
who is a member of its executive. The
board should be independent and in a posi-
tion to act without fear of offending any
executive. The Government intend to buy
land and to pay for it, and the members of
the beard responsible for recommending the
purchase should be free of any political
party. If we should have to take our seats
on the other side of the House within the
next few weeks, the Labour Party might
ask for the appointment of one of its execu-
tive members.

The Minister for Mines: Then you could
reply that only the other day you had
moved an amendment against it and there-
fore could not agree to it.

Hron. W. C. ANGWIN: We must safe-
ghard the interests of the purchasers of the
land-the pemople who are to be Settled on
the land.

The Minister for Mines: Could not the
Government safeguard the interests of all?

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: That is what I am
suggesting. I want the people of the State
to get a fair deal. To this end we must
have a board composed of men entirely free
from any political Organisation. The Bill
does not say that the third member of the
board shall not belong to the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association. In view of the remarks
of Country Party members to-night, and
the interjection of the Minuister for Mines,
it may well be assumed that the third mem-
ber of the board will be a nominee of the
Primary Producers' Association. The Gov-
eement Should have a free hand in the
choice of those who shall form this board.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Williams.Narrogin argued that he
wanted five members to compose the board,
to ensure that the majority should be men
who are outside the Civil Service. I asked
by way of interjection who appointed the
members of existing board;, and lhe ad-
mitted that the Government had done so,
and that although a member of one hoard
happened to be a member of the Primary
Producers' executive-he had not been
nominated by them or selected because of
that fact-he had rendered good service to
the State. If the bon. member was satisfied
with the operations of existing boards ap-
pointed by the Government, lie should be
able to trust us to make similar appoint-
ments in the future. The best man we can
get may be an ardent political supporter of
some party, but he may, nevertheless, be a
fair-minded man and be able to 10o excellent
service to the State. When the Govern-
ment make an unwise choice, that is the
time to find fault with them.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for North-
East Fremantle has conferred a gratuitous
insult upon the Primary Producers' Associa-
tion.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: I did not mention
that Organisation in my amendment.

Mr. PICKERING: Most of the men who
would be eligible for appointment on this
board probably play an active part in
some political organisation. On that
ground they should be better able to
understand all those questions of im-
portance to the State. If we pass the
amendment we must overlook the claims of
many eligible men. After the amendment
is defeated I intend to move that a proviso
he added to the clause stating that the third
irember of the board shall be a member of
the Primary Producers' Association.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In ordinary circum-
stances I would not support a proposal of
this kind, but we are now dealing with a Dill
under extraordinary circumstances. We have
been told to-night the length to which certain
members, urged on by a certain organisa-
tion, are prepared to go-

Mr. A. Thomson: That is not correct.
Mr. Pickering: You cannot prove it.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: -in order to colour
legislation which might affect the interests
of the landowners of the State. This is the
first attempt on the part of that organisation
-1 will Dot say, to pollute the legislation
of the country-to secure their own way, but
it has failed. Although the Bill may not
impose an obligation upon the Government
to appoint a representative of the Primary
Producers' Association upon the board, we
know the amount of pressure that will bie
brought to bear upon the Governneat, should
this Bill pass, when the appointment of mem-
bers of the board is under consideration.
We know very welt that a certain executive,
through their representatives in this Chanmber
and in the Cabinet, will endeavour to have
on the board a member directly representing
their interests. In order to relieve the pres-
ent and any future Government from such
insidious pressure, ft is advisable to carry the
amendment. Previous boards were apipoints]
prior to the rise to eminence and power of
the Primary Producers' Association, and
therefore the governments of previous days
had an absolutely free hand to select men
fitted for the duties. But we must look at
the situation now confronting us. Let the
present Government be protected by the
adoption of the amendment. Intriguing, auto-
cratic juntas must be put in , their proper
place. We know that the Primary Produc-
ers' Association are opposed to the Bill in
principle. No one will welcome the amend-
ment more than the Premier, though the hon.
gentleman may not vote for it.

The PREMIER: As to this amndment,
the member for North-East Fremantle must
be joking. Cabinet can be trusted to accept
its responsibilities in regard to appointments.
It would be a great Pity if the amendment
found a place in the Bill. Pressure has never
been applied to me since I have been i n
office, and I do not think it is likely to be.
Mir. Moran, a member of the executive of
the Primary Producers Association, is a mem-
ber of the Industries Assistance Board, and
has done very good work there.

Mr. PICKERING: I hope the mover of
the amendment will not persist with it., Un-
derlying the attack on the Primary Produc-
ers' Association and its executive is, no
doubt, an indirect attack on other organisa-
tions and other executives, or a wvarning to
thenm to ''keep off the gras.'' I am per-
fectly sure that any member of any organ-
isation to which I belong would, if appointed
to a board, act in the best interests of the
State. It is essential that the third member
of the board should be cognisant of all the
circumstances of the agrricultural industry.
He should he able to advise the other mem-
bers of the board as to the danger of turn-
ing land from sheep raising to, say, dairying.
It is essential in the interests of the country
that the board should be widened, and that
its personnel should be such as to com-mand
the confidence of the people. I hope the
amendment will be defeated.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I trust the member
for North-East Fremantle will withdraw bis
amendment. I deprecate the Opposition's at-
tack on the Country Party, who are in no
wise controlled by any outside junta or body.
.1 was surprised to hear the member for
North-East Frenmantle say, ''Our duty is to
look after the buyers of the land, and not
the sellers.''

lion. W. C. Angrin: I said nothing of the
kind.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That shows the neces-
sity for members on the cross benches put-
ting up a legitimate fight for what they con-
sider is right. I hope the amendment by the
member for North-East Frenmantle will be
withdrawn and if that is done, I hope to
move a further amendment that will meet the
contentions on both sides. My amendment
would be to the effect that the third member
should be eligible for re-appointment, he a
person Framtied in agriculture and having
local knowledge, and be appointed from time
to time.

Hon. W. C. ANOW IN: The member for
Katanning has misrepresented me.

Air. A. Thomson: I had no intention of
doing so. I took a note of what I thought
you said.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I said we should
have an independent board and I also said
that there might be members of the executive
of the Labour Party who, if a Labour Gov-
ernment were in office, might say: ''We are
here to look after the buyers of the land.''
I was replying to the argument by members
of the Country Party who want a man on
the board to look after the interests of sel-
lers of land.

Amendment put and negatived.
r.A. THOMSON: I move an amend-

met-
That in line 5, after ''person'' the words
''practised in agriculture an' be in-
serted.
Hon. P. Collier: That is unnecessary.
Mr. A. THOMSON: It is not super-

fluous.
The Minister for Mines: Yes it is.

(Hon. G. Taylor took the ChairJ)

Mr. A. THOMSON: The reason for the
amendment is that the board will inquire
into the suitability and requirements for
closer settlement, of any lands held it? fee
simple but unutilised and unproductive.
Subelause 2 of Clause 3 sets out what land
shall be deemed unutilised and unproductive
within the meaning of the Bill and I con-
sider that the third nominee should have a
thorough knowledge of, and be practised in
agriculture.

The Minister for Mines: The land might
be required for horticultural purposes.

Mrs. Cowan: Or for viticultural purposes.
The Minister for Mines: How can he have

local knowledge unless he is practised in agri-
culture, or horticulture, and so on?
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Mr. A. THOMSON: The man may have
local knowledge of a district, but it is pos-
sible the Government may appoint the town
bellman.

The Minister for Works: You surely
do not say the Government would be foolish
enough to do a think like that?

Mr. A. THOMSON:- I do not.
Hon. P. Collier: The member would hare

to possess local knowledge of the matters un-
der inquiry for the time being.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I hope the Premier
will accept the amendment, and we will then
make sure of having a man practised in ag-
riculture and having local knowvledge.

The Minister for Mines: How could he
comply with the requirements of the clause
unlesn he had that knowledgei

The PREMIER: If the member for Hat-
anning reads the clause carefully, he will see
that the man. to be appointed must have a
local knowledge of the matters tinder inquiry
for the time being. In those circumstances,
lie must bare a knowledge of the matters con-
cerning the land and the use to which the
land is to be put. I thought at first that the
amendment might be acceptable, bitt it is
dlearly provided for in the clause as it stands.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put mid passed.

Clause a-Inquiries of boards:
Hon. P. COLLIER: I move an amend-

met-
That in line 3 after ' 'simple" the words

''or held under the Grown on conditional
purchase lease or otherwise" be added.

The amendment deals with a subject which
-received a good deal of consideration on the
second reading of the Bill. There was a
fairly general concensus of opintion that the
Bill should cover land other than that held
in fee simple- The member for York who has
a considerable experience of conditional pur-
chase land in the wheat areas, has pointed
out that many men bold areas larger than
they can properly utilise. I see no reason
why we should not include conditional pur-
chase ]and or any other land, the only test
being whether the owner is putting that land
to the use contemplated by the Bill. If the
owner of land, no matter how it is held,
comes within the scope of Clause 3, it should
be competent for the Government to acquire
it for closer settlement.

Mr. Johnston: It should be liable to for-
feiture under the Act.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that the
improvement conditions applying to con-
ditional purchase leases have not been rigor-
-ously enforced in the past. It may be that
considerable areas held under conditional pur-
-chase conditions are forfeitable under this
beading, but the Government have not en-
forced these improvement conditions to that
extent. There can be no objection to the
provisions of the Bill applying to such land.
In this view I am supported by Mr. MeLarty,
-than whom there is no better authority in

Western Australia on such questions, in his
evidence before the Select Committee ap-
pointed in another pl ace. Mr. MeLarty ex-
pressed his opinion very emphatically that
power should be taken to acquire conditional
purchase land as weUl as freehold property.
Hu also expressed the opinion that fully 50
per cent, of the land held unutilised along
existing railways was conditional purchase
landl. Therefore if we (1o not include condi-
tional purchase land in the Bill, on the state-
ment of Mr. MeLarty it will mean that at
least half the land which to-day is being held
unutilised along the rail ways will be exempt
and beyond the power of the Government to
take for closer settlement. In some of the
States of the Commonwealth where they have
similar Acts-

The Premier: In Victoria I suppose?
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, in Victoria they

have power to take conditional purchase land.
I fail to see why conditional purchase land
And other leasehold land should not be in-
eluded.

Mr. Machalum Smith:, Have not the Gov-
ernment power to take it now9

Hon. P. Collier: I do not know. I know
that under the terms of conditional purchase
certain improvements have to be effected.

'Mr. Davies: They are not very stringent.
Hon. P. Collier: No, especially when the

land is held under residential qualifications.
Then the improvements are very slight. The
Government have certain power in this direc-
tion, but it has not been exercised to any
great extenjt.

Mr. Mfachlum Smith: It may not be
exercised under this provision.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Still the power should
be taken. This is the only measure uinder
whrichi land can he compulsorily acquired, ex-
cept by forfeiture for non-compliance with
the conditions. IAty amendment covers not
only conditional purchase lnnd but all land
'held under lease, such as grazing and pastoral
leases. Why should there be any exemption?
If in the interests of closer settlement it is
desirable that land should bec compulsorily ac-
quired, I see no reason why pastoral or graz-
ing leases should not be taken.

Mr. M.LcCallumn Smith: Pastoral leases can
bc forfeited now if the conditions are not
observed.

lion. P. COLLIER: But those conditions'
are negligible.

Mr. Davies: The Bill wilt not apply to
pastoral leases.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Under my amendment
it Will.

Mr. Davies: No, it applies to only the
South-West division.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We can alter that by
a further amendment. However, there are
pastoral leases in the South-West division.
I had a big pastoral area in the South-West
division in the days when the shepherd kings
of Eucla held sway. Logically the Committee
cannot refuse to include all land in a Bill of
this kind.
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Mr. Macallum Smith: Already the Gov-
erunent have a special right to resuime pas-
toral leases. .

Hon. P. COLLIER; Even though the owner
of a pastoral lease has complied with the
terms of his lease, it may still' be evident that
in the interests of the State his holding should
be subdivided for closer settlement. In such
a ease, -surely we should have the right to
resume the property and subdivide it! Why
should we exempt the holders of pastoral
leases? If the principle he good in the
South-West in respect of agricultural lands,
surely it is good too in portions of the State
where the pastoral industry is carried on!
There should he no exemption whatever. The
Bill should apply to all forms of land tenure.
If the Bill be justifiable at all, it should be
given general application.

The PREWIER: There is a great differ-
ence between leasehold and freehold land.
Land held under conditional purchase is
really leased laud, the lease depending on
the payment of half-yearly fees and the ful-
filment of certain improvements conditions,
plus residence in most eases. 'Moreover, the
area of conditional purchase leases is limited.

Hon. P. Collier: Still it is quite possible
for a person to hold more than he can pro-
perly use.

The PREMIER : That is so, for he may
hold both freehold and condlitional purchase
land. Can we resume land which is merely
leased, and on which the payments and tin-
provements. are being maintained? We can,
of course, but I do not think we ought to.
During the last three years wve have had
special inspectors going about forfeiting con-
ditional purchase leases. If the holders Of
these leases are doing all that is required of
them, how can we Fay that the land is not
being properly utilised? The same applies to
pastoral lenses. The holders pay a rental
under a lease subject to certain unproverrenta
and hold the land -for a certain period, after
which it reverts to the Crown. We cannot
lightly set aside a lease. I do not suppose
there is 1,000 acres of pastoral land situated
within a rearenable distance of a railway and
not being utilised to the best advantage.

Mr. CHESSON: The Bill should apply to
all land. The object is to settle people on
the land and to ensure that the land adjacent
to existing railways is put to productive use.
A lot of the land along-side our railways is
conditional purchase land, and if we restrict
the Bill to freehold landl, we shall nlot, effect
much settlement. T am satisfied that much
pastoral laud is not being put to its full use.
No injustice will be done by including condi-
tional purchase land, as the board will safe-
guard the rielhts of holders.

Mr. PICKERING: I oppose the aimend-
ment. Conditional purchase and grazing land
is land in process of alienation, and has been
taken up tnder certain fixed conditions. Most
holders have fully improved their land within
the meaning of the Act and many have over-
improved it, Since 1914, however, the cost
of improving land has been practically pro-

hibit Lye. Anyone who attempted to improve
land on a large scale would be over-capitalis-
lag his holding. This is a vital point which
must be considered by the board when assess-
ing the unimproved value of land to be ac-
quired. It is unreasonable to expect that
people who took up land immediately preced-
ing, or following, the declaration of war
should be able to iimprove it as wvell. as people
who took up land before that. The cost
of fencing and other materials and of labour
has increased considerably. The Crown has
power to enforce improvement conditions
and we have the assurance of the Premier
that it is almost impossible for settlers to
escape the fulfilment of their obligations. Is
it desired to m~ake the conditions absolutely
intolerable?

Mr. Mlunsie: No; but people who want
land should be able to get it

Mr. PICKERING: The proposition is be-
ing made untenable.

Mr. Willcor-k: We -want to mahe people
produce something from their land.

Mr. PICKERING: The great danger is
that we do not know where the Bill begins or
ends. There is nothing to show what area of
land a man might hold.

Mr. Mlunsic: He might hold the lot.
Mr. PICKERING: Under a penalty clause

which, if somle members had their way, would
be increased. My object has been to en-
deavour to make the Bill less dangerous, but
the whole tendency has been to make it as
hard as possible fur the community, upon
whom the State so largely depends. I am
astounded at the attitude of members towards
the primary producers. The aim seems to be
to increase taxation and make the conditions
more onerous in order to burst up estates
whether large or small.

Mr. WJLLCOCK:, I support the amend-
ment. I do not think those who took up
conditional purchase land two or three years
ago should be brought under this Bill, but
if conditional purchase 'land has been held
for 10 or 153 years, and only a smiall portion
of it has been improved, steps should be
taken to ensure that it is brought to its full
productive use. At any rate, the board may
be relied upon to do a fair thing by one and
all. If we had laid it down long ago that
our pastoral lands could only be held, pro-
vided a certain number of men were em-
ployed upon them to a given area, the popu-
lation of the State would have been much
larger and the production much greater than
it is to-day.

MVr. JOH'NSTON- There is a great differ-
ence between conditional purchase land and
unimproved freehold estates. In most cases
the conditional purchase settler has not
been long upon the land, but nevertheless,
he is complying with the Improvement coil-
ditions. There is also a contract between
the Crown and the conditional] purchase land
holder. MUost of the land in the Wheat Belt
is held under conditional purchase condi-
tions, and there is no doubt about the im-
provements that are being effected there.

740
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'There is no necessity to bring such land
under this confiscatory measure, Indeed, it
is not right that the holders of such land
should be interfered with whilst they are
carrying out the improvement conditions.
There is very little to complain of as re-
gards the enforcement of the improvement
conditions. I shall vote against th3 amend-
nment.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I support the amrend-
ment, because I do not see any distinction
between freehold land and leasehold land
in connection with a Bill of this chiaracter.
Whatever the conditional purchase holder is
entitled to, the freeholder is also entitled to.
Mlostly the freeholder is a conditional pur-
chase bolder who has complied with the
conditions of his conditional purchase lease.
1, as a conditional purchase holder, am will-
iug to take the risk of this measure; indeed, I
would welcome it if the Government pur-
chased my property. There are, quite a
number of pastoral areas in the South-West
,district. Some of them are poor land for
pastoral purposes, because they have carried
heavy timber. For that very reason they
arc good agricultural land. The rainfall on
the gum belts with deep soil makes these
belts good agricultural country At present,
if a man takes up an agricultural block on
a pastoral lease, he has to pay for the im-
provemneats in a lump sum, and nAt over a
term of years. If there is no harm to the
ficeholdor under this Bill, how can there
be any harm to the leaseholder under it? I
do not deny that the conditional purchase
bolder on the wheat belt hais done more
development in 10 years than the old settler
ia 50 years. But there are conditional p1ir.
chase holders alongside the railways who
arc holding land out of use. As regards the
mini who is holdin~g sueeh land out uf nse
because he is utilising other land sonme dis-
tanre away, I say we want that unused land
Ironi hint.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.59 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.20
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL-PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legisative Assembly.

BIL-NURSES REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL--STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Secoud Reading.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [4.35]:

Although this is a very small Bill, it is of
sonme importance. At the same time, f shall
not detain hon. members very long in
moving the second reading. The object of
the Bill is to amend the State Trading Con-
cerns Act of 1917 by striking out the pro-
viso to Section 25, which prevents the Gov-
ernment consummating the sale of any
State trading concern without the consent
of Parliament. Last session I asked the
Leader of the House whether it was the in.
tention of the Government to bring forward
a Bill of this character. The Minister as-
sured us that it was the intention of the
Government to do so. A Similar ques-
tion was put to a Minister in another
place, 'and he too said it was the in-
tention of the Government to introduce
such a Bill. The session passed by and no
Bill was placed before lion, members. Dur-
ing the course of the Address-in-reply debate
this session, I drew the attention of the
Leader of the Honse to the fact that there
was no mention of the Bill in the Governor's
Speech, and I informed him that if the
Government did not intend to introduce
such a measure, I would endeavour to do so
and so test the sincerity of Ministers on
the point. The Minister made no reply to
the matter when he was closing the debate
on the Address-in-reply. I have kept my
promise and I have introduced this small
Bill in order to ascertain wvhere we stand re-
garding the State trading concerns. I -will
not discuss the merits or demerits of State
trading. All I desire to do is to see that the
Government have an ordinary business
opportunity to negotiate the sale of these
concerns. No individual could negotiate a
sale or a purchase with his hands tied. No
Government can dispose of any State
trading concern advantageously to the State
if their hands are tied by having to go to
Parliament for permission to sell. Follow-
ing ordinary business conditions, a person
will not place the whole of his cards on the
table if they are to be submitted subse-
quently to another body and, perhaps, be
turned down to his disadvantage. The Gov-
ernment must have power to consummate
a deal, We are supposed to have responsible
government and, therefore, Ministers must
take the responsibility of their actions. The
Government are really pledged to deal with
these State trading concerns and all I seek
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